
E
ngland’s women did all they 
could to raise the morale of 
our disenchanted cricket fans 

by reaching the final of the Twenty20 
World Cup in Bangladesh. Although 
they subsequently lost heavily to 
Australia, their overall success un-
derlines the progress that is being 
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man, Woods has withdrawn in order 
to have a back operation, and the 
impact of that has seen the value of 
resale ticket prices plummet and 
television ratings are also expected 
to be damaged by the loss of interest.

Woods has won the Masters four 
times at a club that did not allow  
black members until 1990, but this  
response from the public has to be  
a warning to complacent sports ad-
ministrators. That one man can have 

such a dramatic impact, 
despite the presence of 
so many talented golfers, 
is truly alarming, espe-
cially when you consider 
the damage that was 
done to Woods’ clean-
cut image when he was 
forced to admit a string 
of extramarital affairs.

More significant than that is the 
fact Woods has not won a Major since 
2008. Clearly Tiger’s powers have 
dwindled and, significantly, so has his 
reputation amongst his opponents 
who still respect him, but no longer 
fear him. One can’t help but wonder 
if after major surgery there is any 
chance of Woods, now 38, returning 
as the remarkable player he once was.

made in their sport. Full-time profes-
sional contracts will now be issued to 
the 17 leading women, which will not 
only facilitate more opportunities for 
training and practice, but also enable 
the younger players to combine their 
cricket careers with completing uni-
versity degrees. It is an important 
development in a sport that, by its 
nature of months touring away from 
home, generally relies on women  
who are not yet married and without 
children. Arran Brindle, 
who retired recently at 
the age of 32, was the one 
notable exception. She 
took time out of cricket 
to start a family, and 
when she returned to the 
England team in 2011, 
she would regularly tour 
with her husband and 
their son, Harry.

The golf circuit is about as far 
 removed from those first tentative 
steps towards professionalism in 
women’s cricket as Dhaka is from 
Augusta, the beautiful venue for this 
week’s Masters. But while the course 
will no doubt live up to its traditional 
expectations of velvet greens and 
blooming azaleas, this year’s show-
piece is already battling against the 
loss of Tiger Woods. Arguably the 
world’s most recognisable sports-

I 
had a busy weekend covering the 
Grand National and the Boat 
Race. Both were dramatic races 

but sadly for Cambridge, the Boat 
Race was over as a contest after five 
minutes when Luke Juckett in the two 
seat nearly fell in the river, such was 
the force of his blade catching a crab 
in the water. His rigger was damaged 
and after that Cambridge could 
never row with any fluency or power.  
They were beaten by 11 lengths, the 
largest winning margin for 30 years.

The Grand National had every- @clarebalding

a GP who keeps horses for fun, ridden 
by a 37-year-old who’d retired and 
come back again. There aren’t many 
million pound sporting competitions 
with that sort of story.

From two high-profile, massively 
watched events to the biggest mass 
participation sports event this week-
end. While walking my dog Archie 
along the river every day, I have seen 
people training in the rain and the 
cold for this Sunday’s London Mara-

thon. My brother is 
among those running it 
for the first time but at 
least he’s just wearing 
shorts and a T-shirt,  
unlike Sean, who has 
been keeping me up to 
date on Twitter on his 
training – in a post box. 
Yes, he’s running the 

Marathon in a bright red post box. My 
money’s on him covering 26 miles 
quicker than a first class letter.

There will be people dressed as 
elephants, nurses, nuns, gorillas,  
a nd b o ok cha r ac t er s r u n n i ng 
 alongside the likes of elites such as 
Mo Farah (not for long, of course)  
and world record holder Wilson Kip-
sang Kiprotich. It’s an  extraordinary, 
uplifting British event.

thing you would want a major event  
to have – crowds (Aintree was a 71,500 
sell out); atmosphere (the Military 
Wives Choir sang the National An-
them and there was a minute’s ap-
plause in memory of the Hillsborough 
victims before the first race); celeb-
rity supporters (Kenny Dalglish, 
Coleen Rooney, Cliff Richard, Cilla 
Black and Gloria Hunniford were all 
there); and unpredictability (the 
leader, Across the Bay was taken out 
by a loose horse at the 
end of the first circuit).  
The race had a fa lse 
start, which is always  
a pain for the horses 
themselves, a nd the 
viewers, but once they 
got underway, the falls 
a nd unseated riders 
proved that the course 
certainly hasn’t got any ‘softer’ for  
the changes to the fences.  

What is mercifully different is that 
horses are not having rotational falls, 
where they flip over having hit an im-
movable object, and therefore the risk 
of injury is much reduced. You can 
never remove the element of danger 
completely but there is no doubt the 
course has been improved and the 
race will continue to be the most 
popular racing event in the country.  
It was won by a 25-1 shot trained by  
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Horse 
Racing  
Scottish 
Grand 
 National 
Festival 
11-12 April 
The biggest 
jumps race in 
Scotland takes 
place at Ayr. 
Barry Geraghty 
(above) is due 
to ride. 

Golf
The Masters 
at Augusta
10-13 April
No Tiger 
Woods at 
Augusta, but 
the Masters 
is always one 
of the most 
anticipated 
events on 
the sporting 
calendar.

MotoGP
Grand 
Prix of the 
Americas  
13 April  
The racers 
head across 
the Atlantic 
to tackle 
the unique 
Circuit of the 
Americas in 
Austin, Texas. 

Running
London 
Marathon
13 April
Mo Farah 
(above) makes 
his marathon 
debut in a race 
which is both  
a major athletic 
challenge and  
a chance for fun 
runners to go 
the distance.

Football
FA Cup  
semi-finals 
12-13 April 
Can cup-holders 
Wigan exploit 
Arsenal’s poor 
form, and will 
Sheffield Utd 
overcome Hull 
to set up a  
non-Premier 
League final?

Football
Premier 
League, 
Liverpool v 
Man City
13 April
A crucial game 
at Anfield 
which might 
decide the 
destiny of the 
Premier League 
title. Not to  
be missed.
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‘Clearly 
Tiger’s 

powers have 
dwindled, 

and so has his 
reputation’

‘The Grand 
National had 

everything 
you would 

want a major 
event to have’
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