
A 
sports team can be moti-
vated by a ny number of 
 factors and the most skilful 

and successful coaches are those  
that can identify and tap into a 
 common purpose to get the very best 
from their players. A grievance or 
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winning games of football. But it  
was sport and particularly a love of 
Liverpool FC that brought those fans 
together on that fateful day, and the 
Liverpool manager, Brendan Rodg-
ers, is using the ‘96 in the sky’ as a 
powerful stimulus to get his players 
over the line at the end of a long 
 season. They have already shown  
that they can deal with the emotions 
and also the signif icance of this  
year by beating Manchester City at 

Anfield on Sunday fol-
lowing a stirring tribute 
to mark the 25th Anni-
versa r y,  but St even  
Gerrard, the 33-year old 
captain, betrayed his 
true inner feelings when 
he burst into tears at the 
end of the match. 

Liverpool have four 
matches remaining this season, 
starting this weekend with a trip to 
Norwich City who face relegation and 
have recently sacked their manager. 
Liverpool need to win every game,  
but if Gerrard and his team stay on 
track, Liverpool’s final match of the 
season – at home to Newcastle on  
11 May – promises to be one of those 
events that transcends sport. 

sense of unfairness is a common 
source of inspiration, which is one 
reason for a depleted football team 
often playing better after a colleague 
has been sent off. 

For Liverpool Football Club, the 
tragedy of the Hillsborough disaster 
is forever a powerful bond between 
the fans and players who are closing 
in on their first premiership title  
since 1989/90 – the year after 96 
 supporters lost their lives on that 
dreadful afternoon in 
Sheffield. It is clear what 
drove Liverpool to win 
then, and now the 25th 
anniversary appears to 
b e  h a v i n g  a  s t r o n g 
 impact on galvanising 
the club, coinciding as  
it does with the inquest 
i nt o  t h e  t r a g e d y  i n 
 Warrington. With each horrifying 
stor y of what occurred in that 
 Leppings Lane stand, and the rea-
sons for it, Liverpool links arms in 
grief with a shared goal that the  
96 w il l  never be forgotten a nd  
that responsibility for the dreadful 
events will finally be accepted.

There is the sense to know that 
winning the title is not the solution to 
the questions that the Hillsborough 
families are currently seeking. Justice 
and closure is more important than 

M
y brother Andrew was run-
ning in the Virgin London 
Marathon on Sunday. It was 

his first marathon and until Sheikh 
Fahad of Qatar, the racehorse owner 
Andrew works for, challenged all of 
his trainers to run in aid of Racing @clarebalding

to the line. My sister-in-law and  
I both wanted to cry. It does that to 
you, the marathon. He finished in  
4 hours and 19 minutes – a fine effort 
for such a recent convert to the art.  

Talking of heightened emotions, 
congratulations to Alex Prior who  
got down on one knee (some feat  
when he’d been running for three 
hours) and proposed to his girlfriend 
just short of Buckingham Palace.  
She said yes and he still managed to 

beat his personal best 
time. Win win.

W h e n  w e  g o t  t o 
Horseguards Parade, 
t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e 
 every where wrapped  
in foil. They were hug-
ging each other, holding 
their medals, smiling 
through the exhaustion. 

They were sitting as families having 
picnics in the park and when the  
time came to get out, we all shuffled 
as one towards the exits. We asked 
 others how they’d got on, compared 
notes and congratulated them.  
I told my brother how proud I was  
of him.

‘Did Daddy win the marathon?’ 
said my nephew.

‘Not quite,’ I said. ‘Everyone did.’

Welfare, I would say that my brother 
has never run anywhere  except in 
pursuit of a ball. My sister-in-law, 
nephew and I headed out to London 
Bridge to watch at the 23-mile mark.  

I used to work on the London 
Marathon for 5 Live but it’s been a 
long time since I’ve stood at one  
point on the course and just watched 
the sea of humanity flow past. We  
saw young and old, male and female, 
agile and injured, someone dressed 
as a water bottle, a man 
in a full bridal gow n,  
Batman, Spiderman,  
a woman in a daffodil 
head-dress. We cheered 
and shouted, clapped 
and whooped. We told 
them there wasn’t long 
to go, we shouted the 
names of those who had 
been clever enough to put them  
on their shirts, we talked to those 
around us and cheered on their 
friends and family and then finally  
we caught sight of Andrew on the 
other side of the road wearing head-
phones and a baseball cap.

He didn’t hear us, he didn’t see us 
and for a split second I thought he  
was going to run on by but then a  
sixth sense took over and he turned 
and looked at us. He waved and smiled 
and we knew he would keep running 
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Show 
Jumping
World Cup 
Final, Lyon
17-21 April  
Britain has the 
number one 
rider in the 
world, Scott 
Brash, who  
is joined by 
the evergreen 
Michael 
Whitaker.

Football
Premier 
League,
Norwich v 
Liverpool 
20 April
While Norwich 
battle to stay in 
the the league, 
Liverpool 
are pushing 
for their first 
league title 
since 1990.

Egg and 
Spoon 
Racing 
Floors 
Castle, 
Scotland 
20 April 
Easter weekend 
fun for us 
amateurs.  
Why is there  
no TV  
coverage  
of this?! 

Football
UEFA 
Champions 
League 
Semi-Finals
22-23 April
Chelsea and  
Bayern Munich’s 
challenge is 
to prevent an 
all-Madrid final 
with Atlético 
and Real 
respectively.

Snooker
World 
Snooker 
Champion-
ship, 
Sheffield
19 April-5 May  
Reigning world 
champion 
Ronnie 
O’Sullivan 
(above) starts 
the defence  
of his title.

Formula One
Chinese 
Grand Prix 
20 April
The start of the 
2014 season 
suggests 
it won’t be 
another 
Sebastian 
Vettel 
procession  
to the title  
this year. 
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‘Hillsborough 
is forever 

a powerful 
bond between 

the fans and 
players’

‘I stood at one 
point on the 

marathon and 
just watched 

the sea of 
humanity’
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