
W
hile I love nothing more 
than commentating on an 
exciting live event, I gain 

almost as much satisfaction from re-
calling the vivid memories that will 
remain with me forever. Martin Peters 
scoring a goal with an overhead bicycle 
kick for Spurs against Manchester 
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must be that the defending world 
champion, Ronnie O’Sullivan, has 
overturned his latest threat to give up 
the sport and will be lining up in the 
first round at the Crucible, for this 
man is a genius as well as a true  
entertainer. O’Sullivan is one of those 
sportsmen who on their day cannot 
be beaten. More than that, they make 
their sport look ridiculously easy – and 
that is the most frustrating aspect for 
their opponents. ‘Win by all means, 
but please give the impression, at 

least, that I am making 
you break sweat.’

I played cricket for 
many years with David 
Gower, a batsman who 
definitely fell into that 
category. I once watched 
him from the non-strik-
er’s end face Malcolm 
Marshall, the greatest 

fast bowler there has ever been. The 
ball travelled the 20 yards in a split 
second, but every time it hit the middle 
of Gower’s bat. Worse still, Gower 
smiled and nodded his head in ac-
knowledgement. We might have been 
teammates, playing in the same game, 
Gower and me. But it certainly did not 
feel like it.

City, for example. I cannot remember 
the year – it does not really matter; it 
was the first football match I ever saw. 

Geoffrey Boycott on-driving Greg 
Chappell for four to reach his 100th 
hundred sparked a wonderful celebra-
tion at Headingley in 1977, while 
 listening to Ian Robertson describe 
with such passion Johnny Wilkinson’s 
drop goal to win the 2003 Rugby 
World Cup always makes my hair 
stand on end.

More sedate, but no less gripping 
was the final of the 1985 
World Snooker Champi-
onships when Dennis 
Taylor defeated the world 
number one Steve Davis. 
More than 18 million of us 
watched Taylor pot the 
deciding black well after 
midnight.

For a while, the sport 
dined out on that incredible night but 
like many others, interest in snooker 
dwindled due to competition, the ban 
on tobacco advertising, possibly, and 
a lack of the instantly recognisable 
characters from its 1980s heyday. Alex 
Higgins, Jimmy White, 16-pints-a-day 
Bill Werbeniuk, Cliff Thorburn, Terry 
Griffiths. Even Steve ‘Interesting’ 
Davis was a personality almost  
entirely through not having one. 

So how grateful the organisers 

L
ast weekend I bought a pair of 
football boots. They were a 
very loud fluorescent green 

but as they were reduced from £50 to 
£25, I didn’t care if I was committing 
a football fashion faux pas. The rea-
son for the boots was that on Easter 
Monday I had been asked to take 
penalties at half time during the  
c h a r i t y  m a t c h  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
organised to honour and celebrate 
the lives of the 96 Liverpool fans who 
died at Hillsborough 25 years ago.  

I have never taken penalties in @clarebalding

because when I’m concentrating I can 
look very serious). I decided to keep it 
simple. I can’t do that side footing 
thing and as for picking a corner, the 
direction the ball went in was going to 
be as much of a surprise to me as to 
the goalkeeper. Three steps and 
boom. The ball flew forwards and the 
Liverpool Mascot, the Mighty Red (a 
giant red Liver bird) flapped at it  
and missed.  

I had scored!
The second penalty 

also went fairly straight 
and straight through the 
keeper’s legs. Two out of 
two. John Bishop scored 
two very fancy looking 
goa ls but c a n I  ju st  
mention that two of the 
other penalty takers 
missed? Thank you. 

As I walked back round to the  
tunnel, the fans cheered out their 
support. They’re a very kind crowd. I 
can go back to my nephews with pride, 
even though I know I will never be  
a footballer. 

I hope Liverpool win the Premier 
League, by the way. They play a lovely 
style of football, they haven’t ‘bought’ 
success and this year, of all years, it 
would just be the right result. 

public before. In fact, I have never 
played football, apart from occasion-
ally kicking a ball around with my 
nephews. They liked my boots, by the 
way. I had a sleepless night on Sunday, 
with visions of slipping over as the ball 
skewed above the goal into the Kop. 
Can you imagine taking your first ever 
penalty at the home of the club that 
currently leads the Premier League 
by five points, full of history, tradition, 
passion and emotion, in front of 
35,000 of their most 
dedicated fans?

I was the only ‘girl’ 
taking penalties. The 
others i nclude d the  
comedian John Bishop, 
who was a very serious 
and talented footballer 
in his youth.  

‘Just look at that, 
Clare,’ he said, pointing at all the fans. 
‘Isn’t it great?’

It was great. It was very moving to 
see all the families but I would have 
been quite happy seeing all of them 
from the stands. Not from down here 
in front of the goal.  

I had lots of advice. Keep your head 
down, plant your left foot level with 
the ball, pick your corner, don’t take 
too long a run up, feel the ball on your 
laces, follow through, smile a lot (this 
last one from my partner, Alice,  
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Football
Premier 
League, 
Liverpool 
v Chelsea
27 April 
It’s all to play 
for as a win for 
Liverpool this 
week could  
seal the 
Premier League 
title for them 
this season. 

Football
Premier 
League, 
Everton v 
Man City
3 May
Lots at stake as 
Everton chase 
a Champions 
League place 
while City hope 
to pip Chelsea 
and Liverpool  
to the title. 

Rugby 
League 
Tetley’s 
Challenge 
Cup 
26 April 
James Peacock, 
above, and 
the rest of the 
Leeds Rhinos 
will take on St 
Helens in the 
pick of the 5th 
round ties.

Rugby union
Heineken 
Cup,  
Toulon v 
Munster  
27 April
This semifinal  
is bound to 
be a blister-
ing affair as 
the mighty 
Munster take 
on champions 
Toulon away.

Horse 
Racing
Sandown 
26 April 
Final day of 
the jumps 
season will 
see AP McCoy 
crowned 
champion 
jockey for an 
amazing 19th 
consecutive 
year. 

Snooker 
World 
Snooker 
Champion-
ship,  
Sheffield
5 May
After two 
weeks of 
intense action 
the destiny of 
the 2014 World 
Title will finally 
be decided. 
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‘O’Sullivan is 
one of those 
sportsmen 

who on their 
day cannot be 

beaten’

‘I didn’t 
care if I was 
committing  

a football 
fashion  

faux pas’
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