
C
ricket’s commemoration last 
week of the outbreak of the 
First World War proved to be 

a stark and moving reminder of the 
impact the deadly conflict had on 
every aspect of life. A round of county 
championship matches was in full 
f low when war was declared on 

 Cheltenham in 1913. Thus Jeeves the 
unflappable valet was born that day 
while Jeeves, the soldier, died three 
years later in the Battle of the Somme.

Frank Chester scored a century for 
Worcestershire aged only 17 but lost 
an arm while fighting in Salonika. He 
found solace in umpiring and quickly 
became regarded as the finest in the 
world while Harry Lee lay in No  
Man’s Land for three days at Neuve 
Chapelle. A miraculous recovery left 

him with a pronounced 
limp despite which he 
returned to score double 
centuries for Middlesex 
– he was not allowed a 
runner – and he even 
won a Test cap.

The Australian wick-
etkeeper, Bert Oldfield, 
somehow survived an 

explosion that killed his three fellow 
stretcher-bearers and their patient. 
A metal plate was inserted at the front 
of his head, so when he was struck 
there by Harold Larwood in the Bo-
dyline series of 1932/33, the incident 
almost sparked a riot.

Such bravery and such selfless 
sacrifice. How all of us in modern 
sport could learn from their example.

 August 4th, 1914 and when a number 
of players chose to sign up immedi-
ately rather than complete the games, 
public opinion was quickly divided 
over the morality of staging cricket 
matches in wartime. 

The most famous cricketer of the 
time, the legendary batsman Jack 
Hobbs, caused outcr y in some 
 quarters when he signed to play in  
the Bradford League in 1915. His  
war effort was a clerical job in a 
 munitions factory, but it 
was successfully argued 
that were Hobbs sent to 
the front and killed, it 
would have a massively 
damaging impact on 
British morale.

Four England cricket-
ers d ie d i n the Wa r, 
alongside 289 first class 
cricketers including Hampshire’s  
fast bowler, Arthur Jacks, who was 
killed with his brother on the same 
day. Arthur Collins was an early 
 casualty at Ypres. His 628 not out in 
a house match at Clifton College in 
1899 remains the highest score ever 
recorded in a genuine match.

Probably the best known fatality 
was Percy Jeeves, a talented first 
class cricketer for Warwickshire 
whose name caught the eye of a  
young writer, PG Wodehouse, at 

F
rom 13-year-old Erraid Davies 
of the Shetland Islands to 
67-year-old Ron McArthur in 

the Para-lawn bowls, they came to 
Glasgow with hopes of glory but with 
a sha red k nowledge that sport 
doesn’t make many allowances for 
lack of experience or ageing limbs.  
They were the youngest and the old-
est medallists at a Commonwealth 
Games that will be remembered for 
integration, integrity and an insatia-
ble appetite for sport.  

Even in the pouring rain, the people 
of Glasgow lined the streets for the 
women’s and men’s road race, they 
cheered winners from every nation @clarebalding

women hockey players who led until 
the final 12 seconds of the gold medal 
match against Australia only to be 
beaten on penalties and the response 
of their captain Kate Richardson-
Walsh who is reconsidering retire-
ment so that she can lead her team to 
right that wrong in the future.

Mike Hooper, the chief executive 
of the Commonwealth Games Fed-
eration proclaimed these ‘the stand-
out Games in the history of the move-

ment’ and I have to say  
I have loved every min-
ute of them. The great 
spirit of volunteering 
across the United King-
dom continued in force 
here with 15,000 Clyde-
siders greeting crowds, 
supporting athletes and 
ensuring that the whole 

event had a smile on its face. The 
mascot, a cheery thistle called Clyde, 
which was designed by a 12-year-old 
schoolgirl, sold out days before the 
Games ended and while looking at 
him, 50,000 proud ow ners w ill 
 remember a glorious celebration of 
sport and of the human spirit.  

Thank you Glasgow, the 20th 
 Commonwealth Games have been 
unforgettable.

and they cheered losers too: under-
dogs Uga nda getting a roa ring 
 reception at Ibrox as they lost 32-0  
to Canada, the crowd at Hampden 
cheering runners who had been 
lapped and at Tollcross, swimmers 
who were a length behind. Those who 
have enjoyed and savoured these 
Commonwealth Games understand 
something f unda menta l about 
 humanity and about sport. I feel 
rather sorry for those who don’t get 
it, who would rather the 
multi-millions of the 
Premier League or the 
commercial behemoth 
that is the Olympics.

Of all the moments 
that touched my soul, it 
was the battling qualities 
of those who didn’t win 
gold that resonated 
most deeply. Jo Pavey, a 40-year-old 
mother of two with her long socks 
pulled up to her knees, confounding 
belief and biology to win a bronze 
medal in the 5,000 metres; Lynsey 
Sharp, who had spent the night before 
on a drip, dehydrated, exhausted and 
nauseous, closing her eyes and 
 running through the line for a silver 
medal; David Rudisha of Kenya, 
beaten by Nijel Amos of Botswana in 
the 800 metres, rewriting the rules 
for dignity in defeat; England’s 
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Cycling
Ride London
9–10 August 
Tour de 
France riders, 
Commonwealth 
champion Lizzie 
Armitstead 
(above) and 
world champion 
Marianne Vos 
race the city, 
plus a mass 
public bike ride.

Cricket
England v 
India, Old 
Trafford
7 August 
After a much 
improved 
performance in 
Southampton 
last week, 
Alastair Cook’s 
(above) team 
move to 
Manchester.

Rugby 
League
Tetley’s 
Challenge 
Cup
9 August 
Leeds try to 
win their first 
Challenge Cup 
since 1999 
as they meet 
Warrington 
Wolves in the 
semi final.

Golf
PGA  
Valhalla
7–10 August
Rory McIlroy 
looks in 
unstoppable 
form and  
Lee Westwood 
needs a good 
few days  
to ensure  
a Ryder Cup 
team place.

Football
The FA 
Commu-
nity Shield, 
Wembley
10 August 
The traditional 
football season 
curtain raiser 
between 
League holders 
Manchester 
City and Cup 
winners Arsenal.

Athletics
European 
Athletics 
Champi-
onships, 
Zurich
12–17 August
After the 
excitement of 
the Common-
wealth games, 
Britain’s athletes 
move to Zurich 
to compete.
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‘In 1914, public 
opinion was 
divided over 

staging cricket 
matches in 

wartime’

‘It was the 
qualities of 
those who 

didn’t win gold 
that touched 

my soul’
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