
W
hen the Premier League 
season kicks off this week-
end, we can be sure that all 

eyes will be on Manchester United. 
They entertain Swansea and their new 
manager Louis van Gaal faces a  
massive challenge to restore faith at 
Old Trafford.

facing the England cricket team, this 
season at Old Trafford is all about 
careful rebuilding and although Man-
chester United’s supporters will be 
hoping for immediate signs of im-
provement, they need to accept that 
this will probably take time. Also in 
van Gaal’s favour is the fact that his 
team will not be involved in any Euro-
pean football. Ironically, United’s 
failure to qualify for the Champions 
League for the first time since 1989 

wa s h ig h on Moye s’ 
charge sheet but it does 
now afford his successor 
some breathing space in 
a typically crammed 
schedule.

As for Neville, he is 
looking forward to pick-
ing up his cricket bat 
again and replacing Alan 

Hansen on the Match of the Day sofa 
alongside another cricket-loving foot-
baller, Gary Lineker. Neville’s early 
sorties at the microphone in the World 
Cup met with heavy criticism but I 
have little doubt that his candour and 
striking work ethic will make him an 
instant hit on football’s favourite tel-
evision programme, which celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this year.

Phil Neville, the former England 
and Manchester United defender 
joined me on Test Match Special last 
week to reflect on his passion for 
cricket (he was captain of England 
Under 15s) and also on the nightmare 
of last season. Neville was first team 
coach, working in partnership with his 
friend David Moyes who was sacked 
less than 10 months after taking over 
from Sir Alex Ferguson after what 
Neville described as a disaster and a 
complete failure.

W i t h  t h a t  b r u t a l 
analysis came the ac-
knowledgement that 
Moyes had an impossible 
task. United had won the 
League by the small mat-
ter of 12 points the previ-
ous season but change 
was needed and after 27 
years of the same routines under one 
of the most successful managers of all 
time, this came at a heavy price which 
cost Moyes and Neville their jobs.

Neville believes that van Gaal will 
have an easier time this season  
because he is not Ferguson’s direct 
replacement so will not be under the 
same scrutiny. Rather than being 
weighed down by the burden of expec-
tation that buried Moyes, the Dutch-
man’s is a lower starting point. With a 
striking similarity to the challenges 

W
ith two grandfathers, a 
father a nd a brother  
making their living as 

racehorse trainers, racing is a sport 
that is ‘in my blood’ but I am well aware 
that it’s sometimes a hard sell.  

Flat racing in particular is seen as 
a business revolving around either 
betting or the value of bloodstock.

Occasionally, a horse comes along 
who is so obviously out of the ordinary @clarebalding

sell a day’s racing on personality 
rather than form.  

The effervescent Frankie Dettori 
captained the victorious European 
team to a narrow victory over ‘The 
G i rl s ’  t e a m of  Hay ley Tu r ner,  
Canada’s Emma-Jayne Wilson and 
Germany’s Steffi Hofer.  

It’s not often that Dettori gets 
upstaged but Wilson, who was only 
just beaten by Olivier Peslier to the 
‘Silver Saddle’ for leading rider, had 

all the moves and the 
mouth to do just that.  

She has ridden more 
than a thousand winners 
in Canada and her style 
was seen to great effect 
on her two winners and 
in a photo finish with 
Peslier, when she was 
beaten by a nose. 

Emma-Jayne was sensational on 
and off the horses, whooping at the 
crowd a nd g iv i ng mu ltiple T V  
interviews. 

I realise it’s easier to be excited on 
a Saturday afternoon at Ascot than 
it is on a Monday a f ternoon at  
Wolverhampton but a little bit of her 
energy would go a long way to helping 
our jockeys and the sport of horse 
racing to a higher profile.

that everyone gets excited. Frankel 
was such a horse and I believe King-
man, who carries the same colours of 
Khalid Abdulla, is a talented enough 
miler to carve himself a glorious 
reputation.  

Frankel is now retired and King-
man will probably only see one season 
more as a racehorse before he takes 
up stallion duties, which makes it hard 
for fans to form a lasting emotional 
bond. Jockeys, however, are around 
year after year, riding up 
and down the country.  
They deserve a status 
alongside cricketers, 
golfers and footballers 
as sporting stars with a 
public profile.

Sadly, outside the rac-
ing world, most of them 
are anonymous. William 
Buick and James Doyle are the two 
rising stars. Both in their 20s, both 
eloquent and approachable and both 
destined for greatness. Doyle was at 
Newmarket on Saturday, Buick at 
Haydock while at Ascot, the interna-
tional jockeys taking part in the Dubai 
Duty Free Shergar Cup were the stars 
of the show.

I was enjoying a rare day off but was 
still gripped by the Channel 4 cover-
age at Ascot. Four teams of jockeys 
ride for points, providing a chance to 
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Rugby 
Union 
Women’s 
World Cup 
Final 
17 August 
Either England 
or Ireland will 
play in the final 
while New 
Zealand did not 
reach the knock-
out stages, 
which is a shock. 

Football
Manchester 
United v 
Swansea 
City
16 August 
Man Utd begin 
life under new 
coach Louis 
van Gaal, fresh 
from taking the 
Netherlands to 
the World Cup 
Semi-Finals.

Swimming  
European 
Aquatics 
Champi-
onships 
18 August 
Ross Murdoch, 
Fran Halsall, Jazz 
Carlin (above), 
Ben Proud and 
Hannah Miley 
are among 
those fighting 
for medals.

Cricket
England 
Women vs 
India at 
Wormsley
Until 16 August 
The only Test 
match in the 
women’s series 
for Charlotte 
Edwards and 
her back-to-
back Ashes-
winning side.

MotoGP
Czech 
Republic, 
Brno 
17 August 
Can Spain’s 
Marc Marquez 
(above) 
continue his 
winning spree 
for Honda and 
capture his  
11th top spot in 
a row? 

Cricket
England v 
India, The 
5th Test
15 August 
Alastair Cook 
is looking to 
complete a 
series victory 
after being 1 nil 
down and under 
pressure about 
his personal 
position.
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‘This season at 
Old Trafford 

is all about 
careful 

rebuilding – it 
will take time’

‘Jockeys 
deserve 
a status 

alongside 
cricketers and 

footballers’
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