
I
t has been a crazy 12 months to be 
the BBC cricket correspondent. 
We have celebrated an Ashes win 

followed by a massive Ashes defeat, 
then there was the Kevin Pietersen 

and March 2015 and for once, England 
have planned ideal preparation to take 
them into the tournament, which they 
have never won. With no test cricket 
to distract the build up between now 
and then, England can focus properly 
on the challenge for the first time. But 
to succeed, they need to be bold: an 
attribute that has spectacularly 
passed English cricket by in the past. 
One-day cricket needs big hitters  
up front, like Australia’s Aaron Finch 

and Chris Gayle of West 
 I n d i e s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y 
 England have chosen 
Nottinghamshire’s Alex 
Hales, who scored a bru-
tal T20 hundred against 
Sri Lanka earlier this 
year, to get out there  
and take the attack to 
the opposition. 

This is easier said than done be-
cause it is a risky policy to go out 
swinging your bat from the start, but 
just as England held their nerve and 
stuck with their Test match formula, 
they must give Hales a proper op-
portunity. To win the World Cup, 
England need to be aggressive and 
imaginative, and so the hard work 
starts now.

affair in which England controver-
sially sacked its best player, and our 
first ever defeat to Sri Lanka. Little 
wonder when England then went 1-0 
down to India, that many supporters 
and former captains lost faith in the 
current captain, Alastair Cook, and 
urged the Board to sack him. But 
sport is all about luck and seizing an 
opp or t u n it y,  a nd tha n k s t o a  
huge slice of good fortune Cook  
got amongst the runs again and  
his tea m rebounded 
 magnificently to trounce 
 India 3-1.

Cook was a St Paul’s 
Cathedral chorister and 
is the most easy going of 
men. But he is also an 
immensely tough, stub-
born individual so it was 
lovely to hear him pay 
public tribute to his wife, Alice, for 
helping him through the trials and 
tribulations of the summer. Not 
enough sportsmen speak so person-
ally and with such warmth these days.

With the arduous Test series over, 
there was a good argument for giving 
Cook a rest for the five one-day match-
es that follow but such is the schedule 
of modern cricket that the next big 
challenge is just around the corner. 

The World Cup is staged in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand in February 

A
fter a wonderful two weeks in 
Yorkshire, walking the Dales 
Way and then enjoying the 

Welcome to Yorkshire Ebor Festival 
at York racecourse, I’m heading off to 
Normandy this week for the World 
Equestrian Games. Everything in the 
world of horsey competition from 
dressage to endurance riding is on 
show for us to enjoy and celebrate 
over two weeks in Caen, and no doubt @clarebalding

basically  capable of anything. Todd  
is part of the New Zealand team  
who will challenge strongly for the 
gold medal, although Germany will be 
hard to beat.

While Todd is planning to ride in 
Rio when he is 60, the jockey Jamie 
Spencer has announced that he is to 
stop riding at the end of this year. He 
is 34. Spencer was one of the most 
precocious racing talents since 
Lester Piggott, winning the Irish 

1,000 Guineas at the age 
of 17. He has been cham-
pion jockey twice in the 
UK and once in Ireland 
and as well as Classic 
success on the flat, has 
w o n  t h e  C h a m p i o n 
Bumper at the Chelten-
ham Festival. Spencer 
has been offered a job on 

the managerial side of Qatar Racing, 
owned by Sheikh Fahad Al Thani.  
A jockey’s life is never easy and you 
are often the scapegoat for horses not 
running well so I can understand the 
attraction of a less stressful, finan-
cially secure job.  

It’s a safe decision, a sensible deci-
sion but ultimately one that may leave 
Jamie missing the adrenalin rush of 
riding good horses in top class races.  

the GB squad will be looking to emu-
late their 2010 Games medal haul.

In another life I would love to have 
been a Three-Day-Event rider but 
unfortunately when I suggested it to 
my careers teacher at school, she 
misheard ‘eventer’ for ‘inventor’ and 
asked me what I wanted to invent.  
When I clarified the situation, she 
snorted her disapproval. 

As it happens, I think event riders 
are the most complete masters of 
horsemanship of all. 
They have to develop the 
trust of a horse who will 
be obedient in dressage, 
brave over cross-coun-
tr y fences a nd then 
 accurate in the show-
jumping phase.  

Unlike jockeys, who 
can climb on board a 
strange horse and win a top class 
race, event riders have to have a rela-
tionship with their horse so that it 
understands the most subtle of com-
mands and will respond without 
hesitation. Mark Todd, the great New 
Zealand rider who is still going strong 
at the age of 58, is one of the few who 
has been able to get on a horse at the 
last minute and win a major title. He’s 
done it at Badminton, but then he’s 
also jumped round the cross-country 
course with only one stirrup so he’s 
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Horse riding
World 
Equestrian 
Games
25 Aug–7 Sept 
William Fox-Pitt 
leads the GB 
eventing team 
that includes 
Zara Phillips, 
while Charlotte 
Dujardin is on 
form for gold in 
pure dressage.

Cricket
England 
v India
30 Aug
A capacity 
crowd is 
expected for 
this third ODI in 
Trent Bridge to 
see if India can 
show better 
form than they 
did in the recent 
Test series.

Triathlon
World Series 
Grand Final 
28 Aug–1 Sept 
Commonwealth 
champion Jodie 
Stimpson and 
the prolific 
Brownlee 
brothers 
compete in  
the season’s  
final triathlon  
in Canada.

Rowing
World 
Champi-
onships 
28–31 Aug 
Helen Glover 
and Heather 
Stanning 
(above) – team 
GB’s first gold 
medallists of 
London 2012 – 
have reunited 
this year.

MotoGP 
Silverstone
31 Aug
Huge crowds 
are expected 
at Silverstone 
for the 2014 
British MotoGP 
to see riders 
like Valentino 
Rossi, Dan 
Pedrosa and 
Marc Marquez  
battle it out.

Football
Burnley v 
Manches-
ter United 
30 Aug
After a shaky 
start to the 
season, Louis 
Van Gaal 
(above) will be 
looking to avoid 
defeat to newly 
promoted 
Burnley.
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‘For once, 
England have 
planned ideal 
prep to take 

them into the 
World Cup’

‘I think event 
riders are the 

most complete 
masters of 

horsemanship 
of all’
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