
O
ne year ago Michael Clarke 
stood in the middle of Bris-
bane’s hostile cricket stadi-

um directing his forces. Satisfied, the 
Australian captain then switched his 
attention to England’s James Ander-
son: a lower order batsman who was 
preparing to face the fastest bowler 

The ball struck an unprotected 
part of the neck and the tragic acci-
dent was a freak. Even recognising 
that, seeing a young, fit and highly 
skilled batsman felled like that has 
had a profound impact on everyone 
who plays sport at any level. It simply 
is not supposed to happen.

It can wait, but I wonder how Clarke, 
who is utterly devastated by the loss 
of the man he calls his brother, will 
one day feel about his on-pitch 

 comments now he has 
seen at first hand what  
a cricket ball can really 
do. And not just Clarke, 
but everyone who rou-
tinely shouts, ‘Knock his 
head off!’ It simply does 
not seem possible that 
cricket can be played in 
the sa me way aga in.  

The juvenile posturing, swearing  
and swaggering attempts by fast 
bowlers to appear macho has become 
a blight. 

We will never forget Phillip Hughes, 
not merel y for  h i s  cha r m a nd 
 sparkling batting but hopefully for 
making his fellow players take a long 
hard look at what cricket has become 
– and not liking all of what they see.

in the world, Mitchell Johnson. ‘You 
get ready for a broken arm,’ Clarke 
snarled at Anderson, wagging his 
finger aggressively. It was for all his 
players to hear, too. Anderson’s wa-
tery smile was telling. He had heard 
it all before. He had almost certainly 
sa id something l ike it himself. 
 Although graphic, it is so much part 
of the game that the umpires did 
 nothing to intervene. It is known as 
sledging, and designed to make a 
batsman uncomfortable.

‘Knock his head off’ is 
one of the most common 
things you will hear on 
the professional cricket 
field. And, running in to 
bowl 30 yea rs a go, I 
 remember wanting to 
intimidate the batsman: 
to hit him. To frighten 
him. But never to hurt him. Not really.

I did hit batsmen during my career. 
I broke bones and struck the Sri Lan-
kan batsman, now senior referee, 
Ranjan Madugalle, a horrible blow in 
the mouth that still bears the scar. 
Every fast bowler from Harold Lar-
wood onwards might be bearing the 
grief inflicted upon the 22-year-old 
Sean Abbott whose very run-of- 
the-mill bouncer last week struck  
and killed the Australian batsman 
Phillip Hughes.

I 
nterviewed two extraordinary 
people last week for Christmas 
specials – by extraordinary, I 

genuinely mean they are over and 
above the ordinary. They come from 
different backgrounds and operate 
on very different stages but Sir Alex 
Ferguson and Angelina Jolie have a 
few things in common. They are not 
afraid to be different, to take risks,  
to push themselves so far out of their 
comfort zone that it’s impossible even 
to sit down.

Ferguson is the most successful 
football manager in British (and prob-
ably world) history. I talked to him on 
Friday for a programme that will go 
out on BT Sport on Christmas Day.   @clarebalding

She is intense, concentrated and 
thoughtful, aware that her every word 
will be reported and therefore needs 
to be the correct word and meaning.  
Her latest film Unbroken is about the 
early life of Louis Zamperini, an Ital-
ian-American who ran at the Berlin 
Olympics of 1936 before joining the 
US Air Force, was shot down, drifted 
on a raft for 46 days and was then 
captured by the Japanese. He en-
dured two and a half years of constant 

beatings in the prisoner 
of war camp but some-
how survived.

Jolie said she was 
captivated by Zamper-
ini’s story and by the 
man himself (she met 
him many times and 
showed him a rough cut 
of the film before he died 

earlier this year). She is fascinated by 
the power of the human spirit and you 
can see in her eyes an inner fire that 
will take her through the undoubted 
nonsense and fluff of the showbiz 
world and keep her true to the pur-
pose she has found for her life.  

You might not think Angelina Jolie 
and Sir Alex Ferguson would have 
many similarities but look beneath 
the surface and you’d be surprised.  

As a manager, he was never satisfied 
with the trophy his team had just won 
but as it was being lifted, he would be 
focusing on how to win the next one.  
He is keeping busy in retirement by 
giving talks at Harvard University on 
how to get the best out of people and 
how to maintain success. 

When he’s relaxed, Fergie is very 
revealing and if you really want to  
know what he’s most proud of, it’s not 
the Premier League titles or the Cham-
pions League trophies or 
the FA Cups, it’s the de-
velopment of young play-
ers and the longevity of 
players like Ryan Giggs, 
Paul Scholes or Gary 
Neville. He is a Manches-
ter United fan at heart 
and the ethos of the club 
matters to him – what it 
represents as well as what it achieves.

Jolie is a multi award-winning 
 actress who has channelled her 
 considerable influence into cam-
paigning for human rights and is  
now one of the very few female direc-
tors in Hollywood. I interviewed her 
last Tuesday in a hotel room in London 
for Radio 2 (it’ll go out on Christmas 
Day morning). Her assistant left, 
there was no PR person telling me 
what I could or couldn’t ask, and Jolie 
gave me her full attention.

Clare 
Balding

Swimming
World Short 
Course 
Champion-
ships, Doha
3-7 December
Olympic and 
Commonwealth 
champion, and 
everyone’s 
favourite South 
African, Chad  
le Clos (above) 
will be in action.

Cricket
Sri Lanka 
v England, 
4th ODI 
from 
Colombo
6 December
Can England, 
with Ravi Bopara 
(above), show 
the ODI form 
they’ll need to 
compete in the 
World Cup?

Hockey
Champions 
Trophy 
Final, 
Argentina
7 December 
With no team 
having won  
all their games,  
it’s all to play 
for as England’s 
women battle 
the world’s best 
in the finals.

Gymnastics
Glasgow 
World  
Cup 2014 
6 December
Tickets have 
sold out for the 
Emirates Arena 
as Glasgow 
buzzes again 
for the UK’s 
only round of 
the Gymnastics 
World Cup.

Rugby 
Union
Harlequins 
v Leinster 
7 December
The European 
Rugby 
Champions 
Cup resumes 
with the top two 
unbeaten sides 
in Pool 2 coming 
face to face at 
the Stoop.

Football
South-
ampton v 
Manchester 
United
8 December
This season’s 
surprise 
Premier 
League team, 
Southampton, 
welcome 
stumbling  
Man United.
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‘Every 
bowler might 

be bearing 
the grief of 

Sean Abbott’

‘Sir Alex and 
Angelina 

have a few 
things in 
common’

28  |  Sport waitrose.com  |  4 December 2014  |  Waitrose Weekend

PEFC Certified

This product is  from 
sustainably managed 
forests and controlled 
sources

www.pefc.org

PEFC/16-33-1250

jonathanagnew.com  
@Aggerscricket

Jonathan 
Agnew


