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T he sacking of Kevin Pieters-
en from the England team 
has divided loyalties like 
never before in the cricket 

world. KP, as he is known, has had 
that effect wherever he has played, 
splitting opinion between those who 
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ly that of the captain Alastair Cook, 
who had fought hard to bring KP 
back into the fold.

The details of when or how this 
happened does not concern me. I 
am not privy to that information, nor 
should I be. The roar of indignation 
from some demanding that all the 
facts be publicly laid bare is absurd 
and unrealistic, and displays a lack 
of understanding of how a modern 
sporting team is supposed to oper-

ate – its code and eth-
ics. Besides, statistics 
indicate that this stellar 
batsman is on the wane 
and his manner of dis-
missal in Australia was 
too often irresponsible. 
Since he returned to 
the Test team he aver-
aged fewer than Cook, 
Ian Bell and Jonathan 

Trott, and managing his chron-
ic knee problem has restricted his 
one-day appearances to just 13 out 
of England’s last 44 matches.

But while KP will no doubt con-
tinue to entertain us on the free-
lance T20 circuit, England’s emer-
gence from this deep hole is likely 
to be slow and painful, and that will 
not be lost on KP’s many supporters.

Ones to 
watch
FOOTBALL
FA Cup  
Man City v 
Chelsea
15 February  
Last week he 
masterminded the 
first home defeat 
for Manchester City 
in the league. Now 
José Mourinho will 
be hoping to inspire 
his Chelsea team to 
repeat that success 
in the 5th round  
of the FA Cup. 

CRICKET 
South Africa  
v Australia,  
1st Test from 
Centurion, SA
13-16 February 
After the Ashes 
whitewash it will  
be fascinating to  
see how Australia 
fare against the 
number one side  
in Test cricket. 

THE MAGIC TOUCH Chelsea boss José Mourinho

HEADS UP South Africa’s Dale Steyn is a top Test bowler

‘England’s 
emergence 
is likely to 

be slow and 
painful’

see no need to look beyond his rare 
talent, and others who view him as 
a selfish one-man band. Given KP’s 
history, even his most ardent sup-
porter would surely concede that his 
career was unlikely to end quietly.

But the rancour and hostility of 
this past week has been astonish-
ing and not helped by the atrocious 
England performances in Australia. 
There is an urgent need to rebuild 
the team and the mindset of the 
players who are lucky 
enough to represent 
their country. A new 
managing director, for-
mer Test cricketer Paul 
Downton, has to over-
see the reconstruction  
from scratch and his 
starting point is the 
view that it is best done 
without Pietersen.

When Pietersen was reintro-
duced to the team in 2012 after  
sending text messages to the South 
African opposition thought to be 
derogatory about his captain, An-
drew Strauss, he did so on strict 
condition that he would never 
again attempt to undermine the 
authority of the England team. A 
joint statement from the Board and 
Professional Cricketers’ Association 
makes clear KP has lost the play-
ers’ trust once more, and particular-

T he motto out here at the 
Sochi Winter Olympics is: 
‘Hot. Cool. Yours.’

So, who are the coolest 
dudes at the Games? The snow-
board slopestyle riders seemed to 
have the title tied up on the very 
first day. With their loose, surf-
er style gear, funkily-decorated 
boards and hair flopping out from 
beneath their helmets (men as well 
as women), they brought a new, @EllyOldroyd

a disappointing Vancouver Olym-
pics, they swore to get fitter and 
stronger and are now known 
as ‘gym junkies’ by their rivals.  
The Canadian men are dubbed  
the ‘Buff Boys’, and have devel-
oped an all-action, fist-pumping 
style which is in contrast to the 
rather more inscrutable, restrained  
approach of some of their other 
curling competitors. 

Some of the outfits are out-
landish, to say the least. The  

Norwegians have opt-
ed for an unusual  
combo of flat caps, 
football socks and 
knee-length, rose-print-
ed knickerbockers.

Distinctive, definite-
ly. Cool? Maybe not. 
For sartorial perfec-
tion, look no further  
than the Italians, who 

marched in the opening ceremo-
ny in elegant navy-blue Armani,  
quite a contrast to the Germans 
whose luridly coloured ski jackets 
made them look like giant Rocket 
ice lollies.

But in the end, what does it mat-
ter what you wear? As we discov-
ered at the Winter Olympics this 
week, winning medals is the cool-
est feeling of all. 

Ones to 
watch
WINTER 
OLYMPICS 
Skeleton
14 February  
Can skeleton sliders 
Lizzy Yarnold or 
shelley Rudman 
emulate Amy 
Williams four years 
ago and become 
Olympic champion?

WINTER 
OLYMPICS 
Ice dance
16-17 February
Thirty years on from 
Bolero, it’s likely to 
be a battle between 
Canada and the USA 
for the gold medal.

FOOTBALL
FA Cup  
Arsenal v 
Liverpool
16 February 
With Liverpool 
putting five goals 
past the Gunners in 
their last meeting, 
will Arsenal still be 
licking their wounds?

NO GOING BACK Team GB’s Lizzy Yarnold in the skeleton

DANCING DUO Canada’s Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir

‘Curling 
– an event 
dismissed 
as bowls 

on ice’

horizontally laid back attitude to 
the Winter Olympics.

And a new lexicon, too. Within a 
few minutes of beginning our live 
commentary on the opening morn-
ing, BBC 5 Live listeners had learnt 
what a backside triple 1440 is (it’s 
a fiendishly difficult trick involving 
three somersaults and four com-
plete spins) and discovered that 
snowboard riders weren’t ‘pleased’, 
they were ‘stoked’ with their runs. 

And Jenny Jones’s bronze med-
al on day two – the first 
medal of any colour on 
snow for Team GB in 
Winter Olympic histo-
ry – made us all feel  
pretty stoked. 

So top cool marks 
for slopestyle then. You 
could equally make an 
argument for speed 
skating, with it’s skin-
tight, hooded suits, and sweeping 
arm movements, or downhill ski-
ing, where the competitors throw 
themselves hell-for-leather down 
vertical ice slopes. 

But what about curling? An event 
dismissed in some quarters as ‘lawn 
bowls on ice’ or ‘a combination of 
sport and housework’ is set on 
changing its image at these Games. 

Great Britain’s women, led by 
23-year-old Eve Muirhead, are the 
reigning world champions. After 
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