
A 
Test series between England 
and India has become one of 
the most eagerly anticipated 

battles in international cricket. Long 
gone are the days when India’s cricket-
ers were viewed with mild curiosity, 
and tended to succumb meekly to 
bowling that was even slightly hostile. 
Su n i l  Gava sk a r a nd Kapi l  D ev 
changed all that, while Bishen Bedi’s 
beguiling left-arm spin and bright 
turbans remain for me the best il-
lustration of Indian cricket – disarm-

enced squads to tour here. But this  
is the chance Fletcher has been  
waiting for. 

For years his hands were hope-
lessly tied by the presence of truly 
legendary figures such as Sachin 
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid, VVS Lax-
man and Virender Sehwag. The 
coach’s position was virtually inef-
fectual. But with their retirements 
that has all changed, and now sur-
rounded by talented and ambitious 
young men such as Virat Kohli, 

Cheteshwar Pujara and 
the dashing Shikhar 
Dhawan, Fletcher can 
finally mould the team in 
his own fashion. 

Alastair Cook was the 
captain of the first Eng-
land team to win in India 
for 26 years, and whose 

current crisis graphically reflects 
sport’s wheel of fortune. He faced a 
similar predicament in 2010 when he 
could not buy a run and was saved by 
a painstaking century in the last 
match of the summer. But he was not 
distracted by the captaincy then. Now 
England’s current run of six defeats 
in seven Tests adds greatly to the 
pressure on his shoulders.

ing charisma masking magical skill.
The modern Indian cricketer is 

very different to Bishen. This is now 
the sport of superstars who are 
adored every bit as much as actors 
and pop icons. The rewards for the 
top players are immense, while de-
spite a llegations of corruption 
against him, the President of the In-
dian Board was recently elected as 
the first chairman of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council. Make no mis-
take; India is cricket’s powerhouse.

But like England, India 
are struggling. They 
have not won a Test 
match overseas for three 
years and last time they 
were in England an aloof, 
uninterested-looking 
team was despatched 
4-0. Worse still, when 
England toured India 18 months  
ago they did the unthinkable by com-
ing back from 1-0 down to win the 
series 2-1. 

Duncan Fletcher, the coach widely 
credited for masterminding Eng-
land’s long-awaited Ashes success in 
2005, returns as India’s coach deter-
mined to make amends for his team’s 
disastrous showing four years ago. 
Only three of his players have ap-
peared in Tests in England before, 
making this one of the least experi-

Y
ou can learn a lot through 
w a t c h i n g  s p o r t .  I  h a v e 
learned about commitment, 

concentration, fitness, dignity and  
I have seen how the power of the  
human spirit, combined with the 
power of the human body, can take 
an individual to a level one could 
describe as superhuman.

When he qualified only sixth on the 
grid for the British Grand Prix, having 
messed up his final lap, Lewis Hamil- @clarebalding

Grand Slam finals. Was another one 
slipping by? Then Federer faltered 
and Djokovic found a game of winning 
returns seemingly against the run of 
play. His belief was back and Roger 
was on the rack.  

Four minutes short of four hours, 
Djokovic hit the shot that won him his 
second Wimbledon title. Disaster and 
despair had turned into delight and 
delirium. He won it for himself but also 
for his country, for Djokovic is the flag 

bearer of the new Serbia.  
He has given over half a 
million euros to flood 
victims in Serbia and, 
rising above political 
tensions, to Bosnians as 
well. He is a statesman 
as well as a sportsman.

Hamilton pulled off 
perhaps the most re-

markable victory of all because he had 
totally written off his chances before 
the British Grand Prix had even  
begun but sport, as the late David 
Coleman used to say, is a funny old 
game. It’s when you’re at your very 
lowest that you can find your greatest 
strength. Federer has vowed to be 
back; so has Cavendish. It’s the losers 
who often show as much winning 
spirit as the victors.

ton thought his chance of winning had 
gone. When Novak Djokovic broke for 
a 5-2 lead in the fourth set of the 
Wimbledon f inal, Roger Federer 
thought his shot at an eighth title had 
gone. When Mark Cavendish came 
tumbling to the ground in the closing 
metres of the first stage of the Tour 
de France, going for a gap he admits 
‘wasn’t there’, he thought his race  
was over.

In two of those three cases, they 
were right. Cavendish 
was forced to retire the 
following morning, his 
dream of winning in his 
mother’s home town and 
wearing the yellow jersey 
in tatters. He ached from 
a physical and an emo-
tional pain. He had so 
wanted to please his 
home crowd, to honour his mother 
and to beat his opponents. Perhaps 
he had wanted it too much. This Tour 
is over for Cav but he is young, he is 
hungry and he is supremely talented.  
He will be back.  

When Djokovic served for the 
match, when he had a Championship 
point on Federer’s serve, he wanted 
it too much. By the time the fifth set 
was under way, he looked a broken 
man, a tired man, a man full of doubt.  
He had lost three of the last four 
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Football
World Cup 
Final
13 July
Hosts Brazil 
versus Argentina 
would be the 
dream final  
line-up for 
South America, 
but at the time 
of going to 
print it’s still 
anyone’s game.

Cricket
England v 
India, First 
Test, Trent 
Bridge
9–13 July
Under-pressure 
Alastair Cook is 
desperate for 
a strong start 
to the series 
against India 
after defeat  
by Sri Lanka.

Rowing
Rowing 
World Cup, 
Lucerne
11-13 July
Hot on Henley’s 
heels, Britain’s 
best travel to 
Switzerland for 
the last major 
event before 
the World 
Championships 
in August.

Golf
Women’s 
British 
Open, Roy-
al Birkdale
10-13 July
Solheim Cup 
heroine Charley 
Hull (above) 
leads the home 
challenge 
against reigning 
champ Stacy 
Lewis of the US.

Golf
Scottish 
Open Golf, 
Royal 
Aberdeen
10–13 July
Many of the 
top players 
are in action 
looking to find 
form ahead of 
next week’s 
Open Golf 
Championship.

Cycling
Tour De 
France
Ongoing
After the 
Grand Départ 
in Yorkshire 
last week, the 
tour hits the 
mountains 
of France as 
Britain’s Chris 
Froome (above) 
defends his title.
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‘Indian 
cricketers 

are adored 
as much as 
actors and 
pop icons’

‘It’s when 
you’re at your 

lowest that 
you can find 
your greatst 

strength’

 40  |  Sport waitrose.com  |  10 July 2014  |  Waitrose Weekend

PEFC Certified

This product is  
from sustainably 
managed forests and 
controlled sources

www.pefc.org

PEFC/16-33-1250

jonathanagnew.com 
@Aggerscricket

Jonathan 
Agnew


