
W
ho would want to be the 
captain of the England 
cricket team? The scrutiny 

on one of the most prestigious roles 
within British sport has reached 
 unprecedented levels this summer 
with, for the first time, social media 
adding greatly to the debate about the 

immediately. The captain must do  
his job alone.

And how the pressure on him has 
grown. The debate surrounding 
Alastair Cook’s future has been 
played out much more vigorously than 
ever before. Gone are the days when 
such matters were the source of a 
good argument in the village pub; now 
it is played out all over social media 
where cricket fans express their opin-
ions both freely and without reserva-

tion while high profile 
former players such as 
Australian Shane Warne 
take to national newspa-
pers to present their 
critical analysis.

All of this is worse 
when the captain is out 
of form. His team mates 
are able to focus entirely 

on their own games, free from the 
burden of decision making. But when 
England find themselves in a losing 
streak and the captain can’t buy a run 
for love nor money, he has nowhere to 
hide. Despite the honour and the 
prestige the position brings, being 
England cricket captain must some-
times make you feel like the loneliest 
man in the world.

direction of English cricket, and the 
suitability of Alastair Cook to remain 
at the helm.

The role of the England cricket 
captain is more far reaching than in 
any other sport. The recent World 
Cup football campaign was nothing 
short of disastrous, but Steven Ger-
rard is not held responsible for that. 
It is the manager that carries the can. 
The England rugby captain is rather 
more hands on when it comes to tac-
tical decisions on the 
field, and can be a truly 
inspirational figure such 
as Martin Johnson who 
led England to win the 
2003 World Cup. But 
even that pa les into 
 insig nif ica nce when 
compared to the man in 
whites who r uns the 
game for up to six hours per day, is 
responsible for every bowling change 
and minute alteration to the field - and 
then has to go out to bat.

The best example of the relation-
ship between the cricket captain and 
the team coach was provided by Bob 
Woolmer who, when coach of South 
Africa, attempted to communicate 
with his on-field captain, Hansie 
Cronje, via an earpiece. The moment 
the authorities got wind of this, it was 
condemned as unethical and banned 

I 
had one of the days of my life at 
Hoylake on Friday following Rory 
McIlroy as he shot his second 

consecutive 66 at the Open Champi-
onship to move himself into a com-
manding lead. I was commentating 
for Radio 5 Live but it was one of those 
experiences I’m embarrassed to call 
‘work’ and will remember forever with 
a smile. The sun was shining, the Irish 
Sea was sparkling like liquid mercury, @clarebalding

prickly at all) and the venues look 
magnificent. 

I love multi-sport events and par-
ticularly I love the Commonwealth 
Games because of the focus on sports 
that don’t usually get much attention 
– like netball, squash, lawn bowls and 
rugby sevens. I also love to learn more 
about the 71 nations and territories 
that make up the  Commonwealth.

They are known as the Friendly 
Games but the competition is fierce.  

I’ll be based at the swim-
ming for the first week 
where there are 44 gold 
medals on offer – more 
than at the Olympics.  
Scotland will be hoping 
for a strong start with 
Olympic silver medalist 
Michael Jamieson, as 
well as Hannah Miley 

and Robbie Renwick while England 
have chances of medals with Fran 
Halsall, Ben Proud and Liam Tancock 
and Wales will look to Jazz Carlin in 
the distance events.  

The international star of the pool 
could be Chad le Clos of South Africa 
who is taking on eight different 
events. Chad and his Dad Bert won’t 
be hard to spot and I’m looking for-
ward to catching up with them again.   

the crowds were roaring and McIlroy 
was playing magical golf.  

Sergio García and Rickie Fowler 
did their best to keep the pressure up 
but McIlroy was imperious. He is such 
a talented golfer, so exciting to watch 
and so gracious in his interviews that 
the future of the sport is more than 
safe in his hands. At the age of 25, 
Rory has already won three of the four 
majors and there is no doubt that 
there will be many more to come. 

I’m now in Glasgow 
and based here for the 
next two weeks for the 
Commonwealth Games.  
On Sunday morning I 
went for a lovely walk 
from BBC Scotland on 
the Clyde, along the river, 
past Central Station, 
through George Square 
up to the Necropolis and back again.  
On the way out, between nine and 
10am there was hardly a soul around 
but on the way back, the streets were 
buzzing with excitement because the 
Queen’s Baton Relay was coming 
through the city.

Games fever has gripped Glasgow 
and Scotland as a whole. Everything 
looks pristine and freshly painted, 
there are funny little statues of the 
thistle mascot every where (he’s 
called Clyde and they tell me he’s not 
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Common-
wealth 
Games
Cycling 
track
24 July 
One of the most 
entertaining 
sports gets 
underway today 
in the Sir Chris 
Hoy Velodrome 
beginning with 
Men’s sprint. 

Common-
wealth 
Games
Glasgow
24 July–3 Aug
The largest 
multi-sport 
event ever held 
in Scotland 
with 17 sports 
being staged 
so there’s 
something  
for everyone.

Racing
King 
George VI 
and Queen 
Elizabeth 
Stakes, 
Ascot 
26 July 
I expect 
Telescope  
to win for  
Sir Michael 
Stoute and 
Ryan Moore.

Cycling
Tour de 
France
27 July
Final stage of 
the Tour from 
Évry to Paris, 
where a new 
champion will 
be awarded  
the yellow 
jersey on the 
Champs-
Élysées.

Formula 1
Hungarian 
Grand Prix 
27 July
The thrilling 
battle between 
Mercedes 
drivers Nico 
Rosberg and 
Lewis Hamilton, 
with the pair 
locked in battle 
way ahead of 
the competition.

Cricket
England v 
India, Third 
Investec 
Test at the 
Ageas Bowl 
27 July
The two teams, 
including 
England’s Stuart 
Broad (above 
centre) travel to 
Southampton 
for the third test. 
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‘The cricket 
captain’s role 

is more far 
reaching than 

in any other 
sport’

‘Hoylake was 
one of those 
experiences 

I will 
remember 

forever’
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