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out. His frustration fizzed from the 
radio, as did Jim Maxwell’s excite-
ment that Australia may yet win an 
absorbing match.

Earlier, Simon Mann had been 
joking about the score tumbling 
down so that Australia had only 
30, 20, 10 runs left to win the Test.  
As the prediction turned to truth, 
the tension in the commentary box 
increased. They don’t 
pretend to be impar-
tial – the English com-
mentators want Eng-
land to win, the Aus-
sies back their own  
– but they are clear 
and unbiased in their 
reporting of what 
happens on the pitch.

Aggers implored 
Maxwell to take over 
from him at the microphone in the 
hope that it might change the for-
tunes of an England side who were 
starting to look (the pictures are so 
clear on the radio that I think I can 
use that verb) desperate. The chal-
lenge for TMS is to keep chattering 
away all day long – during drinks, 
lunch and tea. They make it sound 

the standard bearer for the MCC’s 
Spirit of Cricket.

This is an undefined code, but 
something that every cricketer un-
derstands. Essentially, it is to do the 
right thing by you, your opponent 
and the game. In a sport that has 
become increasingly less sporting, 
it is pointless to demand a return to 
the ‘good old days’. It will never hap-
pen and, besides, some 
batsmen did not walk, 
even then. But there is 
a line that every crick-
eter is expected not to 
cross – a limit that goes 
beyond the increas-
ingly accepted level  
of gamesmanship. 

The problem is the 
invisible line is drawn 
by every individual and 
it can move at any given moment, 
given the situation of the match. Us-
ing my own as judgment, I believe 
that in standing for such an obvious 
catch at Trent Bridge, Stuart Broad 
crossed the line.

It was the intense heat of battle and 
judging by reaction on Twitter, many 
disagree with me. Perhaps had Broad 
been an Australian and England had 
lost the match as a result, the response 

might have been different. Recently 
Broad’s team mate, Graeme Swann, 
called a Sri Lankan batsman a cheat 
because ‘he stood there knowing 
100% that he had hit it.’ So even in the 
same England dressing room you have  
a different interpretation of the  
same code.

To have a cricket ground bris-
tling with technology is one thing, 

but it has to be applied 
in such a manner that 
these incidents simply 
cannot happen. It is for 
the ICC to take prop-
er control of its own 
system that it current-
ly expects the televi-
sion companies to im-
plement on its behalf.

In the meantime, to 
those who say that you 

should never walk and do your best 
to get one over on your opponent, 
I say: you are entitled to your opin-
ion. But you must accept the same 
in return, uncomplainingly, and play 
a sport in which you have to win 
at all costs.  What a shame. Cricket 
is better than that.
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as if it is no effort at all and there-
in lies the joy. We, the listeners, are 
just part of an informative, excited, 
sometimes amusing, and always 
engaging, conversation.  

Aggers was back at the mic for 
the telling 10 minutes after lunch, 
describing Anderson’s last over, the 
nick from Haddin and the review 
that proved his bat had feathered 

the ball. Phil Tufnell’s 
‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ came 
bubbling up as  
he shouted, ‘Look! 
There’s an ‘ot spot!’.
Aggers had thought 
there was an edge 
before the review. He 
still has the sharp eye 
of the fast bowler who 
knows when he’s  
‘got one’, but he 

calmed himself until technology 
confirmed his instinct. 

Then came the eruption of joy, 
not just at the result, but at the 
game itself. They all love Test crick-
et and this was one of the finest ex-
amples of the long format.

‘The first 
Test has 
set the 
Ashes 
series 
alight’

Sparing the blushes of my es-
teemed and much-loved co-
columnist, I was gripped by 
the Test Match Special com-

mentary of the First Ashes Test at 
Trent Bridge. We were in the car 
heading to the West Country for 
five days off, listening intently to 
the BBC team. 

Geoff Boycott stopped himself 
from swearing during Steve Finn’s 
expensive and short-lived two 
overs – if there was a hot spot on 
his mouth it might have showed 
the very beginning of a bad word 
forming on his lips but it didn’t slip 

England’s heart-stopping vic-
tory in the first Test by just 
14 runs has set the Ashes 
series alight. The match had 

all the essential ingredients for a clas-
sic Test – drama, excitement, great 
skill, heroism and, of course, con-
troversy. The standard of umpiring 
and the implementation of technol-
ogy that is supposed to prevent se-
rious errors are issues going into 
Lord’s – the home of cricket and 

Ones to 
watch 
CRICKET
The Second Test  
at Lord’s 
18-22 July
After the drama of 
Trent Bridge the 
Ashes moves to the 
home of cricket at 
Lord’s, where 
England continue  
their defence of  
the series.
  
FOOTBALL
Women’s 
European Football  
Championships
18 July
England will need to 
win against France – 
a team they’ve yet to 
beat under their 
coach Hope Powell 
– to ensure a place in 
the quarter finals.

Ones to 
watch
GOLF
The Open at 
Muirfield 
18-21 July
My money’s on Lee 
Westwood to win  
his first Major.

CYCLING
Tour de France
21 July
Chris Froome can 
enjoy his procession 
into Paris as his 
unassailable lead  
will surely see a 
second consecutive 
British victory.

ATHLETICS
Diamond League
19 July
Glamorous Monaco 
is the setting, with  
Mo Farah and Jessica 
Ennis in action.

SAFE HANDS? Karen Bardsley faltered against Spain

BOWLED OVER James Anderson is fit for the Second Test

GOLDEN BOY Chris Froome should seal victory this weekend

jonathanagnew.com 
@Aggerscricket

‘He still 
has the 

sharp eye 
of a fast 
bowler’

new picture coming


