
A
s if it is not enough that the 
administration of FIFA, the 
international governing 

body of football, is currently facing 
serious allegations of corruption and 
malpractice, the headlines this week 
are likely to be made by FIFA’s cricket-
ing equivalent, the International 
Cricket Council (ICC).

At a meeting in Melbourne, the 
Test-playing countries will accept 
radical changes to the way that 
cricket is run, with India, England and 
Australia setting themselves up as 
the senior, all-powerful members of a 

to appreciate what dangerous terri-
tor y they a re dragg ing cricket 
into. Sponsors are becoming increas-
ingly agitated about the manner in 
which Qatar was awarded the 2022 
World Cup with one, Adidas, express-
ing its concern that the ‘negative 
tenor of the public debate is nei-
ther good for football nor for FIFA and 
its partners’.

Blatter is set to stand for re-elec-
tion next year and unless he resigns 
in the meantime, FIFA will continue 

to stave off the allega-
tions that are damaging 
its reputation. But the 
ICC still has time to take 
a step back. The new 
structure allows only 
India, England and Aus-
tralia to nominate one of 
their own as chairman of 
the executive commit-

tee, which ironically will also be re-
sponsible for dealing with corruption 
within the game, so why not put either 
the Englishman or the Australian in 
to bat first and allow Srinivasan time 
to clear his name? Because common 
sense rarely features in the often 
murky world of sports administra-
tion, that’s why.

new executive committee that will 
govern the game and make the most 
money from it. Most controversial of 
all is that the man who will be pro-
posed as the first chairman of this 
committee, and who therefore will 
effectively run world cricket, is the 
president of the Board Of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI), Narayanas-
wami Srinivasan, who denies the al-
legations of corruption he faces but 
who recently stepped down from his 
position at the BCCI under the in-
struction of the Indian 
Supreme Court.

It seems astonishing 
that Srinivasan should 
have any involvement 
with the administration 
of the ICC under the cur-
rent circumstances, or 
that its members should 
meekly accept his nomi-
nation this week. It illustrates the 
power that India, which generates 
70% of the game’s income, holds 
over the others, all of whom need to 
play against India in order to benefit 
from the enormous sums generated 
by television.

Cricket’s administrators need only 
to look over their shoulders at the 
maelstrom of allegations against 
their football counterparts, including 
the president of FIFA, Sepp Blatter, 

E
ngland’s footballers are head-
ing home or off on holiday 
while the rest of us (if we 

can ignore the endless debate about 
the future of our national side) wal-
low in a summer of sport that keeps @clarebalding

anyone jump into the middle of 
the court after a serve as quickly as 
Edberg did, but with Rafa, Roger, 
Novak and Andy, plus a raft of emerg-
ing talent, men’s tennis has never 
been stronger.

The women’s game is at a fascinat-
ing stage, with a host of teenagers 
and 20-somethings challenging the 
established champions like Serena 
Williams and Maria Sharapova. The 

likes of Simona Halep, 
Madison Keys, Eugenie 
Bouchard, Belinda Bencic 
and Garbine Muguruza 
have the chance to be-
come stars this week but 
there is no doubt that the 
woman who will receive 
the most attention is 
Amelie Mauresmo. The 
sight of a female coach to 
a world-class player is 

hugely powerful, if not game-chang-
ing because as Billie Jean King  
has said: ‘if you can’t see it, you can’t 
be it.’

I can’t be the only one hoping that 
Murray’s defence of his Wimbledon 
title goes well,  not just for his 
sake and Mauresmo’s but for all the 
girls who may now dream of a career 
in coaching. 

on giving. Uninterrupted sunshine 
sure does help make events like 
Royal Ascot, Wimbledon and the 
Headingley Test Match look and feel 
wonderful, and I hope it also con-
vinces a few million more people to be 
playing sport as well as watching it.

My nephews and niece are busy 
with a constant cycle of sporting ac-
tivities and while they are not yet 
showing enough promise to be talent-
spotted, they a re f it , 
hea lthy a nd sleep for 
England. Talking of the 
latter, they are getting 
over their World Cup dis-
appointment by adopting 
Germany and Argentina 
as their new nations. I 
h a v e  t r i e d  e x t o l l i n g 
the virtues of Belgium but 
they’re having none of it. 

As with all children and 
a lot of adults, they are very impres-
sionable so I am expecting that by the 
time you read this, they will be on the 
lawn trying to serve like Andy Murray 
or volley like Roger Federer (assum-
ing he listens to the coaching advice 
of Stefan Edberg). I remember those 
su m mer s of  A-level  ‘rev i si ng ’ 
while watching Edberg and Boris 
Becker battled it out on the grass of 
Wimbledon. No one does the dive and 
roll quite as Becker did, nor does 
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Tennis
Middle 
Saturday of 
Wimbledon
28 June
The chance 
to reach the 
second week 
and the last 16. 
By this time last 
year, Federer 
and Nadal had 
both gone 
home.

Tennis
Wimbledon 
Until 6 July 
The 2014 
Championships 
continue in 
SW19 with 
Andy Murray, 
the defending 
men’s 
champion, 
ranked this 
year as third 
seed.

Golf
Quicken 
Loans 
National
26-29 June
The return 
of Tiger 
Woods at the 
Congressional, 
his first 
competition 
since a 
major back 
operation.

World Cup 
Football
Until 13 July
England may 
have left, but 
what has been 
an exciting 
tournament 
continues 
with the 
competition 
reaching the 
knockout 
stage.

Show 
jumping
Hickstead 
Derby
29 June
The highlight 
of the British 
summer 
season, with 
the Derby 
Bank, the 
Devil’s Dyke 
and the red-
and-white.

Cricket
India v 
Leices-
tershire
26-28 June
The opening 
match of India’s 
tour of England 
sees some of 
the superstars 
of the game 
play at 
Leicester’s 
Grace Road.
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‘It seems 
astonishing 

that 
Srinivasan 
should be 
involved’

‘The sight 
of a female 

coach to 
a world-

class player 
is hugely 
powerful’
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