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R
eaders know me well enough 
by now to understand that I 
am essentially a traditional 

old so-and-so who tries to respect the 
values and traditions of sport, one of 
which is that the umpire’s decision is 
final. There is nothing worse than 
watching a Premiership manager’s 
post-match rant towards a defence-
less football referee, for example. But 
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Frankly, they are a waste of time. It is 
true that England narrowly lost the 
game, and it is also the case that 
umpires are often criticised for taking 
the players too quickly from the field 
in the case of bad light or gentle driz-
zle. But Broad’s remark was not 
merely a valid one, it was an appropri-
ate reminder that there are rather 
more important things to take into 
account than merely getting a game 
of cricket finished.

Besides, the umpires and referee 
should be exerting their energy on one 

of their basic duties, 
which is to see the 
matches are com-
pleted on schedule. 
Already this tourna-
ment’s been marred 
by slow play, result-
ing in games running 
well over time, when 
Twenty20 cricket is 

supposed to be all about non-stop 
action. So where are the fines and the 
suspensions that the regulations 
stipulate? Nowhere, because the 
longer the match, the more ads can 
be crammed into the coverage by the 
all-governing television companies. 
Let’s have some consistency.

not even cricket umpires are beyond 
reproach and when England’s cap-
tain, Stuart Broad, was fined in Chit-
tagong this week for criticising the 
decision to remain on the field as 
lightning flashed threateningly all 
around the stadium, the authorities 
got it wrong.

Broad’s comments were regarding 
a safety issue – not an umpiring deci-
sion as such – and he was speaking on 
behalf of his teammates. One of those, 
Michael Lumb, was brought up in 
Johannesburg and has had first-hand 
experience of the dan-
gers of lightning strikes, 
including a school trip 
during which five girls 
died. Golf would already 
have been suspended in 
Chitta gong, a nd the 
blazing floodlights un-
der a dark, night sk y 
made it a particularly 
dangerous place to be. Broad was 
fined 15% of his match fee, which does 
not sound much, but that is just 5% 
less than the punishment the Austral-
ian coach, Darren Lehmann, picked 
up last summer for calling Broad a 
‘blatant cheat’.

It is the captain’s duty to be honest. 
We are all sick and tired of the plain 
and boring press conferences in 
which every word has been censored. 

O
ver £51 million was raised for 
Sport Relief last Friday 
night, pouring in after a 

weekend of sporting activity that 
energised families across the country 
to swim, run or cycle together. I was 
thrilled to be involved in the ‘Clash of 
the Titans’ – an event in which a team 
captained by the comedian John 
Bishop took on a team captained by @clarebalding

was terrified from start to finish.
‘I don’t even want to go in the 

changing room,' she told me before-
hand. 'They’re all fired up and I just 
keep wondering what on earth I am 
doing here.’

She proudly named her hoop 
‘Brenda’, and spent an hour practising 
in the wardrobe area, trying hard not 
to trip over it. By the end of the even-
ing she could celebrate being part of 
the winning team and not making a 
fool of herself. Or at least not making 

a fool out of herself 
unintentionally.

The Velodrome and 
the Aquatics Centre 
were packed with peo-
ple who wa nt ed to 
sha re their love of 
sport and to spread a 
bit of that happiness to 
those who don’t have 

access to facilities or live in countries 
where children and adults don’t have 
the luxury of ‘leisure time’.  

I think high profile events like Sport 
Relief remind us just how lucky we are. 
They encourage us to have fun as 
friends and families, inspire us to try 
something new and challenging, and 
all the while raise money for those who 
need it more than we do. 

the double Olympic champion and Mr 
London 2012, Sebastian Coe.

There was a mixture of those with 
sporting ability (Freddie Flintoff, Amy 
Williams, Nicola Adams) and those 
who are jolly good sports (Olly Murs, 
Helen Skelton, Sally Phillips, Nick 
Grimshaw, Patrick Kielty, Richard 
Bacon). It encapsulated the joy of 
competition. I shall never forget the 
intensity of Lord Coe, the rhythmic 
gymnast, with a ribbon on a stick, or 
Greg James stripping off his pinstripe 
suit to dive into the water 
as part of a synchronised 
swimming team.

I’d turned up early at 
the Olympic Park for re-
hearsals, as Coe passed 
me in the corridor.

‘Don’t talk to me,’ he 
said. ‘I’m in the zone.’

He was joking, but I 
suspect only half-joking. Once an 
professional athlete, always a profes-
sional athlete. Just look at Freddie 
Flintoff who took a crashing fall from 
his bike, remounted and won the 
elimination race. Or Amy Williams, 
who was significantly faster than 
anyone else at the Velodrome and no 
slouch in the pool – that woman could 
make her mark in any sport.

The wonderful and hugely talented 
actress Sally Phillips admitted she 
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Horse 
racing
Dubai 
World Cup
29 Mar
The richest 
racing night in 
the world. I’ll 
be cheering on 
Side Glance, 
trained by my 
brother, who 
finished fourth 
last year.

Cricket
ICC World 
T20  
29 Mar
England v 
South Africa  
England 
faces a tough 
and uphill 
challenge 
against a 
powerful South 
Africa side in 
Chittagong.

Rowing
Women’s 
Boat Race, 
Henley-on-
Thames
Sun 30 Mar
Last time the 
women’s race 
will be held in 
isolation. From 
2015 it moves 
to the Thames 
on the same 
day as the men.

Formula 1
Malaysian 
Grand Prix 
30 Mar
After an 
eventful 
start to the 
F1 Season in 
Melbourne 
we move to 
Malaysiaw for 
the second 
race of the 
season.

Cricket
Women’s 
World 
Twenty20 in 
Bangladesh
23 Mar-6 Apr
England 
captain 
Charlotte 
Edwards hopes 
to do better 
than in 2012, 
when Australia 
won the trophy.

Football
Premier 
League
29 Mar
Arsenal v  
Man City
Man City will 
try to push a 
title challenge 
against a team 
still smarting 
from their 
thrashing by 
Chelsea.
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‘There are 
more important 

things than 
getting a game 

of cricket 
finished’

‘I passed Coe 
in the corridor. 

“Don't talk  
to me,” he  

said, “I'm in  
the zone”’


