
T
hey say that one should never 
go back, and in reinstating 
Peter Moores as their head 

coach, the Engla nd a nd Wa les  
Cricket Board has given further 
 ammunition to its increasingly  
hostile opponents who truly believe 
that those who run English cricket 
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ma n for the job, but this whole 
 exercise has been a PR disaster for 
English cricket. The Board hides 
 behind a confidentiality agreement 
made with Pietersen as part of his 
severance deal, but only one side was 
ever going to gain from such an 
 arrangement. Pietersen has an 
 unfortunate history of undermining 
the authority of teams he has repre-
sented in the past but this can be 
 interpreted as a failure of the man-
agement rather than of the player 

whose batting talent 
makes him one of the 
most entertaining in 
world cricket. So far 
there has been no expla-
nation for Pietersen’s 
sacking other than he 
became ‘disconnected’ 
from his team-mates –
hardly seismic stuff and 

definitely not enough to appease the 
detractors. Instead we must wait 
until October when Pietersen’s book 
will be published, but that will tell  
only his version of events. How the 
ECB finally gives its own account,  
and whether it will be sufficient when 
they do, will be a constant distraction 
this summer.

have lost the plot.
It was inevitable that England’s 5-0 

hammering by Australia in the winter 
would raise a lot of awkward ques-
tions. Some of us had been writing for 
months that the team had become 
arrogant and out of touch and that 
once that happens in sport you are 
setting yourself up for a nasty reality 
check. Andy Flower, the head coach, 
had not been expected to resign but 
someone had to take responsibility 
for England’s startling decline, and 
the cricketing public 
could relate to that even 
though Flower is one of 
the finest in the business.

It was the sacking of 
Kevin Pietersen in Febru-
ary and, crucially, the 
lack of explanation from 
the Board for doing so 
that turned many of the 
dissenting voices into a howl of 
 protest. Those opponents now see  
the return of Moores as proof of an 
anti-Pietersen lobby at Lord’s, since 
it was a fallout between the two that 
ended Moores’ previous reign, and 
with it Pietersen’s brief stint as 
 captain in 2009.

The Board will deny that, and my 
own belief is that Moores’ return is 
completely unrelated to Pietersen’s 
departure. He is the best available 

I 
am not a regular at the ballet.   
I’ve been to see a few and love 
 Matthew Bourne’s choreography 

but until last week I had never seen  
a children’s production. My baptism 
was wonderful thanks to the London 
Children’s Ballet (LCB) performing 
Nanny McPhee. Emma Thompson, 
who wrote the screenplay and played 
Nanny McPhee in the film, was there 
to witness a wonderful interpretation 
from children aged nine to 16.

They come from a variety of back-
grounds and from all over the coun- @clarebalding

April. He remains singularly unim-
pressed with himself, which is part of 
the key to his success. He passed the 
extraordinary landmark of 4,000 
winners earlier this season and there 
are many who believe he could push 
that towards 5,000 before his riding 
career is over. He knows, better than 
anyone, that will depend on good 
health more than anything else. Jump 
jockeys live with the constant threat 
of injury – not afraid of it, but aware 

of the dangers. 
Horse of the Yea r  

was the wonderfully im-
proved Sire de Grugy, 
bought as a birthday 
present for Steve Pres-
ton and trained to six 
successes this season  
by Gary Moore. A spe-
cial mention must go to 

Gary’s son Jamie who rode Sire de 
Grugy with such conviction to every 
one of those victories. My highlight of 
the jumps season was the reception 
Jamie got from his fellow jockeys  
after the Queen Mother Champion 
Chase. Moore was Champion Condi-
tional jockey 10 years ago but injury 
and lack of opportunities have made 
life difficult. This year it all came right, 
thanks to the Sire on fire.

try. One had got up at 5am to travel 
every Sunday from Totnes in Devon, 
another was a boy adopted from 
Kenya whose mother suggested  
ballet to help his focus. What they  
had in common was a huge level of 
commitment to a physically taxing 
and difficult art.

You may wonder why I am writing 
about ballet in a sports column but 
Lucille Briance, who has been chair 
and artistic director of the LCB  
for 20 years, made the 
point that ballet is more 
than art, it is elite sport.  
Speaking to the children, 
it was clear they agreed.

Every child was fit and 
healthy and had benefit-
ted from clear instruc-
tions, tough training and 
making a massive com-
pany work together as one. 

James Lovell, a 14-year-old from 
Swanage, Dorset, who played the eld-
est son Simon, told me afterwards 
that he was sweating buckets. He had 
been on stage for almost two hours 
and felt as if he’d run a marathon. 
Ballet may not technically be a sport 
but it has plenty of similarities.

Talking of commitment, fitness 
a nd pre ci sion,  A P Mc C oy wa s 
crowned champion jockey for the 19th 
consecutive season at Sandown in 
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Football
Premier 
League, 
Crystal 
Palace v 
Liverpool
5 May 

Liverpool need 
to recover from 
defeat against 
Chelsea to 
remain in  
line for the  
top spot.

Football
Premier 
League,
Everton v 
Manches-
ter City
3 May

With the 
title back in 
their hands 
Manchester 
City face a 
difficult trip to 
Goodison Park.

Snooker 
World 
Champion-
ship Final 
5 May 
Ronnie 
O’Sullivan 
(above) hasn’t 
had an easy 
ride but can  
he make his 
way to the final  
to defend  
his title?

Motor Sport
Moto GP: 
Spanish 
Grand Prix, 
Jerez 
4 May

Can Repson 
Honda’s 
Marc Marquez 
(above) claim 
his fourth  
win of the 
season on 
home ground?

Horse 
Racing
QIPCO 
Guineas 
Festival, 
Newmarket 
3–4 May  
The first two 
Classics are run 
at Newmarket 
– the 2000 and 
1000 Guineas 
– as Europe’s 
best compete.  

Football
Premier 
League, 
Manchester 
United v 
Sunderland
3 May

Ryan Giggs is 
in charge for 
the second 
time as he tries 
to push his 
management 
credentials.
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‘Pietersen 
has an  

unfortunate 
history of 

undermining 
the authority’

‘He passed the 
extraordinary 

landmark of 
4,000 winners 

earlier this 
season’
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