
W
e went to a quiz the other 
night in aid of a racing 
charity called Moorcroft 

that looks after retired racehorses.  
It’s one of four welfare homes which 
is helped in its funding by Retraining 
of Racehorses (RoR), the organisation 
of which I have recently become a 
patron. I want to learn how easy (or 
not) it is to retrain a thoroughbred to 
do another job. 

Many assume that a highly strung 
horse who has been trained to gallop 
as fast as it can would be unsuitable @clarebalding

the Commonwealth Games mascot is 
called Clyde, that the sport taking 
place at the SSE Hydro is not diving 
but gymnastics and that the Queen’s 
Baton Relay w ill have travelled 
through 71 Commonwealth Nations 
by the time it reaches Glasgow for the 
Opening Ceremony on 23 July. I had 
a brain freeze when it came to naming 
the host city of the next Common-
wealth Games in 2018 (it’s Gold Coast 
City in Queensland, Australia) and I 

hesitated too long over 
what colour medal Tom 
Daley had won in Delhi.  
Who could forget it was 
gold? Well, me and the 
rest of my table.  

Yes, yes it’s all easy 
now you’ve got time to 
think but we were under 
pressure and had less 

than 10 seconds to answer. Suffice to 
say our Commonwealth Games round 
was a complete disaster but we did 
very well in jump racing, people and 
places, TV and film and not bad in flat 
racing. We moved up from 15th place 
to second after round two and eventu-
ally finished fifth, which we all decided 
was very respectable.  

Now I’m off to do some Common-
wealth Games homework.

for a quiet home. It does depend upon 
the temperament of each horse and 
on how quickly they can switch off the 
racing part of their brain, but gener-
ally speaking, they are the most 
adaptable of animals. They have suc-
cessfully turned their hooves and 
minds to polo, eventing, showing, 
dressage, show jumping, hunting, 
team chasing, horseball (a sort of 
rugby on horseback), polocrosse  
(lacrosse on horseback) and endur-
ance riding. I’ve seen 
 ex-racehorses in block-
b u s t e r  m o v i e s ,  T V  
series, liv ing histor y  
re-enactments and on 
parade at Trooping the 
Colour – after all, they 
are born performers.

As well as learning 
about RoR, of course we 
wanted to win the quiz. My mother 
had assembled a team that she 
thought would have a broad knowl-
edge across the different categories.  
We had three ‘wild cards’ to play, 
which could double our points in 
certain rounds. I saw that round two 
was Commonwealth Games.

‘Let’s play our wild card,’ I said 
confidently. No other team did so.  
I was pleased with our originality,  
if not with my answers.

On the plus side, I now know that 
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Equestrian
Badminton 
Horse 
Trials 
8–11 May 

Hot from 
winning in 
Kentucky, 
William Fox-Pitt 
takes on the 
likes of Mary 
King, Pippa 
Funnell and 
Mark Todd.

Women’s 
Football
World Cup 
qualifying 
matches 
8 May 

Wales play 
Montenegro at 
8pm in Bangor 
and shortly 
after England 
take on Ukraine 
at 8.30 in 
Shrewsbury.

Cycling 
Women’s 
Tour of 
Britain 
8–11 May  

The first ever 
pro women’s 
stage race in 
this country 
includes British 
riders Laura 
Trott (above)
and Lizzie 
Armitstead.
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‘Racehorses, 
generally 
speaking, 

are the most 
adaptable of 

animals’
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W 
hat ever happens on the 
final day of the Premier 
League season, this will 

be remembered as one of the most 
dramatic there has ever been. Up to 
si x t e a m s have b e en i n w ith a  
chance of winning the division – and 
that does not include the defending 
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poor performances, I wondered? In 
fact, neither did. The return of José 
Mourinho’s colourful public state-
ments have kept the football corre-
spondents busy while the most im-
pressive managerial performance has 
not necessarily come from one of the 
bigger names, but Tony Pulis. When 
he took over at Crystal Palace halfway 
through the season, the club was bot-
tom with four points from 11 matches. 
Not only has he saved Palace from 
relegation, but they will finish mid-

table to ensure the club 
will play consecutive 
seasons in the Premier 
League for the first time.

For an impartial ob-
server, I cannot help but 
hope that Liverpool hold 
on, although they are up 
against it. The inquest 
into the Hillsborough 

disaster, which is coinciding with the 
closing stages of the season, is a nec-
essary reminder that the fans should 
come first and the poignancy in this 
being the 25th anniversary of the 
tragedy is palpable. But we must wait 
to see if this brilliant and competitive 
season really is the start of a new era 
for the Premier League.

champions Manchester United. 
While the majority of the leagues 
across Europe tend to be dominated 
by just a few, it is possible that we are 
entering a much more open era in the 
Premier League, in which predictabil-
ity is a thing of the past.

It is a stark contrast to last season 
when United wrapped up the title with 
four games still remaining, and the 
irony is that their sudden fall from 
grace has been the catalyst for this 
year’s excitement. But whichever team 
lifts the trophy the out-
come will be both a tri-
umph and a relief for the 
Premier League chief 
e x e c u t i v e ,  R i c h a r d 
Scudamore, who had 
earlier expressed his 
concern at Manchester 
United’s poor form. He 
noted the negative im-
pact this was having on the global 
audience, but he must reflect now on 
the benefit of real competition.

The sacking of David Moyes is prob-
ably the most dramatic event of the 
season. I remember writing here about 
the pressures of extreme  expectation, 
particularly when  following such a 
legendary figure as Sir Alex Ferguson. 
Who, out of Moyes and Andy Flower, 
the England cricket coach during the 
Ashes, would survive their team’s 

Football
End of the 
Premier 
League 
Season
11 May

Witness 
the thrilling 
climax to one 
of the most 
exciting and 
competitive
campaigns  
in years.

Formula One
Spanish 
Grand Prix
11 May

The F1 circus 
arrives at 
Circuit de 
Barcelona-
Catalunya with 
Mercedes’ 
duo Rosberg 
and Hamilton 
(above) hoping 
for more glory.

Cricket
Scotland v 
England, 
Aberdeen
9 May

Peter Moores 
returns as 
England coach 
with a potential 
‘banana skin’ 
opening 
encounter 
against 
Scotland. 
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‘We are 
entering a 

much more 
open era in 

the Premier 
League’


