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ust as English cricket is gearing

itself up for the busiest period

in its history comes the dire

warning that, in some parts of
the country at least, staging inter-
national matches is financially un-
sustainable.

Last year Cardiff, one of the
newest international venues, was
forced to return a test match
against the West Indies to the
England and Wales Cricket Board
and now Durham has done the
same, declining to stage two of
the most attractive fixtures that
international cricket currently
produces — one day games against
Australia and India. In both cas-

es, Cardiff and Durham had over-
stretched themselves in a bid-
ding process that saw all the in-
ternational venues in the country
competing against each other in
order to stage the supposedly
money-making matches.

It is further evidence of there
being too many matches, and
too many venues. To make mat-
ters worse, the ma-
jority of internation-
al grounds have in-
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cess. These grounds
now desperately
need a return on their
investments but have
been forced to commit more than
they can afford in order to out-
bid their rivals and host a match
or two.

While Sky television maintains
its apparently insatiable appetite
for cricket, which fills one of its
sports channels all day, the pub-
lic will soon be sorely tested.
Ticket prices for this summer’s
Ashes have already pushed

the shots’

through the £100 mark (I remem-
ber the rumpus not so long ago
when the first £50 tickets were
printed) and the administrators
will quickly point to a heavy de-
mand and full grounds. But Eng-
land play Australia once more
this winter and again here in the
summer of 2015 — that is three
Ashes series in three years. Tra-

ditionally we meet :
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three times in five.
Durham’s decision

enough cricket lovers
in the north east,
weary of another
round of internation-
als gainst familiar opposition, will
pay the ticket price that the coun-
ty needs to make a profit.
Television pays the money and
calls the shots in terms of sched-
uling, but there are real signs that
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full English cricket grounds is se-
riously under threat.
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