
This week would usually see us 
gathering at Lord’s for the 
first Test match of the sum-

mer. The congested international 
timetable is the principal reason for 
playing so early in the summer, but it 
is also a good opportunity to ambush 
the opposition who, invariably used 
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after their 4-1 defeat to Australia and 
the sacking of their most dangerous 
one-day player, Kevin Pietersen. 

Even with Pietersen in the team, 
England lacked the carefree ap-
proach of many opposition batsmen, 
which ha s  ser iously  ha mpered  
their prospects in the past. Encourag-
ing an attacking mindset is just  
one of the challenges facing the  
recently restored coach, Peter 
Moores. 

One thing is certain: there will be 
no more resting of the 
leading players that  
I still believe was one of 
the causes of England’s 
dramatic collapse last 
year. The decision to 
field virtually a second 
X1 in the one-day series 
a fter the Ashes last 
summer dismayed spec-

tators who had paid up to £70 for  
a ticket in advance to see the best,  
and it gave Australia the welcome 
opportunity to win some matches  
and regain confidence. The decision 
also smacked of arrogance and I hope 
it is just one of many lessons learned 
as England take their first steps into 
a new era.

to tropical conditions, spend their 
time in the field clutching the hand 
warmers that are concealed deep 
within their trouser pockets. Specta-
tors arrive fully equipped for every 
meteorological possibility, so it is with 
relief all round that the switch has 
been made to delay the Test series 
against Sri Lanka until June, and kick 
off the international summer with the 
shorter, busier limited overs matches.

In fact, this is a big year for one-day 
cricket with the World Cup due to be 
staged in Australia and 
New Zealand in Febru-
ary and March. England 
remain one of the few 
senior teams never to 
h a v e  w o n  d e s p i t e 
 appearing in the final 
three times, and it is 
ironic now to consider 
that last winter’s disas-
trous Ashes campaign was brought 
forward by a year to improve their 
prospects. Previously the World Cup 
was played on the back of a gruelling 
Ashes campaign in Australia and it 
was argued that the players were 
simply too tired to recover properly. 
Well, there can be no such excuse this 
time but the bottom line is that Eng-
land have just 20 matches between 
now and their World Cup opener on 
Valentine’s Day to rebuild their team 

Ma ny w ill have been en-
grossed by last weekend’s 
clima x to the P remier 

League season, or Lewis Hamilton 
winning the Spanish Grand Prix. 
Many may have marvelled at Rafa 
Nadal’s ability to play himself out of 
trouble or Marianne Vos’s tenacity in 
the Tour of Britain. All of these were 
justif iably high prof ile sporting 
 stories but I spent last weekend at 
what I regard as the highlight of my 
sporting year. 

I was at Badminton Horse Trials @clarebalding

way she had coped with the chal-
lenges of dressage, cross country and 
show jumping in the rain and the 
howling wind. He described winning 
Badminton as the undoubted high-
light of his career. 

The unpredictable cross country 
and show jumping also provided the 
sport with one of its all-time great 
stories as Harry Meade finished third. 
In August last year, Meade had a fall 
in which he was ‘speared into the 

ground like a javelin’. He 
shattered both of his 
elbows and was told by 
one doctor that he would 
never ride again. Harry 
is the son of Richard 
Meade, who was the first 
Briton to win an indi-
vidual gold medal at the 
Olympics (and added 

two team golds for good measure) so 
he may be assumed to be ‘bred for the 
job’. But there are no shortcuts in this 
sport, especially not when you’ve 
smashed your elbows into a thousand 
pieces. Harry set himself the goal of 
competing at Badminton, using the 
negative prognosis as motivation,  
and he ended it with the best finish  
he has ever had at a major event. 

Inspiration for us all.

and no, before you make the obvious 
joke, they were not all found guilty.  
I am often asked what is my favourite 
sport, which is a bit like choosing your 
favourite child. Usually I answer 
‘whichever one I’m doing right now’ 
and that’s probably why I am going to 
tell you it’s three-day-eventing. It’s 
also the one sport I would’ve wanted 
to do full time – if I had the patience, 
the talent, the concentration, the fit-
ness, the diplomacy with owners, 
the business sense and 
above all, the courage. 

Eventing is a tough 
spor t of long hours, 
 measly prize money and 
frequent disappoint-
ments. The riders rely on 
owners who can afford 
not to sell a horse as soon 
as it gets good enough to 
win something decent and they are 
always aware that injury could end it 
all  tomorrow. I love being amongst 
 eventing folk and I admire them 
hugely, which is why I was so gripped 
by this year’s Badminton. 

Sam Griffiths is a fresh-faced, 
cheery Australian who was in tears 
long before the last four riders made 
mistakes meaning that he won the 
Mitsubishi Motors Trophy. He was 
crying because he was so proud of  
his mare, Paulank Brockagh, and the 
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Rugby 
League
Super 
League 
Magic 
Weekend 
17–18 May 
See all teams, 
including 
Huddersfield 
and Bradford 
at the Etihad 
Stadium in 
Manchester. 

Football
FA Cup 
Final,
Arsenal v 
Hull City
17 May
Arsenal are 
desperate 
for their first 
silverware since 
2005, while 
Hull City play in 
their first ever 
FA Cup Final.

Football
Scottish 
Cup Final, 
St John-
stone v 
Dundee Utd
17 May
St Johnstone 
have lost their 
last four games 
but can they 
break the streak 
to claim a first 
major trophy?

Athletics
IAAF 
Diamond 
League, 
Shanghai
18 May 
Great Britain’s 
Dwaine 
Chambers 
(above) runs 
the 100m while 
Phillips Idowu 
will compete in 
the triple jump.

Wrestling
WWE 
Raw and 
Smackdown 
19–20 May
The O2 hosts 
this live 
WrestleMania 
tour, which 
may sound 
like a violent 
barbecue 
but is in fact 
wrestling. 

Cricket
T20 Interna-
tional Oval, 
England v 
Sri Lanka
20 May
England face 
the T20 World 
Champions, the 
only side they 
managed to 
beat at the recent 
tournament in 
Bangladesh.
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‘England 
lacked the 
dangerous 

approach of 
opposition 
batsmen’

‘What’s my 
favourite 

sport? That’s 
a bit like 

choosing your 
favourite child’
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