
A
s a controversial Formula 
One season comes to an end 
in Abu Dhabi this weekend, 

fans and competitors alike must be 
praying that the final race does not 
produce a farce entirely of the sport’s 

the television companies who fund it. 
The reason they decided to introduce 
this crazy rule is because the brilliant 
Sebastian Vettel had won four titles 
in a row, including last season’s with 
races to spare. ‘How dare one indi-
vidual dominate to that extent?’ they 
said. ‘He’s making it boring.’

Their solution is no different from 
giving Pete Sampras’ opponents big-
ger tennis racquets, or making the 
great West Indian fast bowlers of the 

1970s and 80s release 
the ball from 25 yards 
rather than 22. 

Top-level sport is of-
ten dominated either by 
an outstanding individ-
ual or team. To think 
t h e r e ’s  s o m e t h i n g 
wrong with that is to fail 
to understand sport. For 

as much as we marvel at the excel-
lence produced by the very best who 
keep setting new standards, we also 
admire their tenacity when their pow-
ers start to fade and note the signifi-
cance of the moment they are finally 
knocked from their perch for ever. 

If a professional sport needs to be 
sustained by artificiality and gim-
mickry, it cannot be taken seriously.

own making. The decision to award 
double world championship points in 
the last race of the year has to be one 
of the most short-sighted attempts 
to make a sport more exciting that 
there has ever been. It threatens to 
make a mockery of months of hard 
work and consistent performances, 
and damage the integrity of F1.

In case you have not been following 
this particular drama, Lewis Hamil-
ton goes into the final race 17 points 
clear of his nearest rival 
and Mercedes team-
mate, Nico Rosberg. 
Normally such a margin 
wou ld b e enou g h t o  
secure the title, but not 
this year. Rosberg has 
won only five races to 
H a m i l t o n ’s  1 0 ,  b u t 
should the German be 
victorious on Sunday and take double 
points, Hamilton will have to finish in 
second place to claim the drivers’ 
championship. If Rosberg is second, 
Hamilton must finish higher than 
sixth. Confused? Of course we are.

This is what happens when the 
administrators meddle with a sport 
that for all their bluster and years at 
the top they understand only super-
ficially. They profess a love for F1, but 
ultimately their only interest is to 
make it as attractive as possible to 

H
aving spent the past two 
weeks reading newspapers 
in India and Oman, I’ve real-

ised that sport is the one true inter-
national language. India worships its 
cricketers, none more so than Sachin 
Tendulkar whose autobiography was 
published while I was admiring the 
sights in Jaipur (wonderful city – go if 
you can). After only one day on sale, 
the book broke the record for non-
fiction, hardback sales. In one day! 

Apart from cricket, Indians love 
kabbadi and basketball, but they also 
have a keen understanding of the 
English Premier League and will offer 
an informed opinion on the form and 
fitness of Wayne Rooney or the re- @clarebalding

watch an exhibition set between 
Djokovic and the ever-accommodat-
ing Andy Murray. 

While feeling sorry for the fans  
who had shelled out on tickets and 
trekked across London, I felt most 
sorry for Djokovic who couldn’t really 
enjoy the hastily organised trophy 
presentation. His class shone through 
as he apologised for a situation over 
which he had no control or, frankly, 
any need to apologise.  

As for Federer, his 
comeback this year has 
been nothing short of 
remarkable, and his in-
jury reminds us all that, 
at the age of 33, we won’t 
get many more chances 
to enjoy him at his peak.  

Overall in his career, 
he has been incredibly fit 

and has only withdrawn before in two 
of his previous 1,221 matches, and 
never retiring once a match has been 
started. The enduring respect and 
admiration for Federer is part of the 
reason that the O2 audience was so 
understanding on Sunday evening, 
but while the Swiss represents the 
fading glory of the game, Djokovic 
continues to show that the future of 
tennis is in safe hands. 

spective strengths and weaknesses 
of Arsenal, Chelsea and Manchester 
City. The soap opera of the Premier 
League travels far and wide, which is 
just as well because the matches 
themselves do not. I wondered, as you 
do when you’re on holiday and have 
time to think, how long it will be before 
that changes.  

This is where cricket, golf, motor 
racing and tennis have the edge. They 
happen all over the world. It was easy 
to keep up with events at 
the O2 Arena because 
Roger Federer, Novak 
Djokovic and Andy Mur-
ray are global, their every 
move covered, and the 
absence of Rafa Nadal 
felt as keenly in Rajastan 
as it was in London. 

I arrived back on Sun-
day morning eager to see the ATP 
World Tour Final between Federer 
and Djokovic. As you know, Federer 
had to pull out because he wasn’t, in 
his words, ‘match fit’. A recurrence of 
a back problem, the creeping clock of 
age and the pressure of trying to lead 
Switzerland to a first Davis Cup win 
next weekend all, I suspect, contribut-
ing to his decision.  

There was some unrest at the 
packed arena, but overall the crowd 
was incredibly tolerant and stayed to 
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Tennis
Davis 
Cup Final: 
France v 
Switzerland
21-23 
November
Assuming 
Roger Federer 
is fit, he and 
Stan Wawrinka 
will try to win 
Switzerland a 
first Davis Cup.

Rugby  
Union  
Interna-
tionals
Wales v 
New  
Zealand
22 November
Wales host the 
world champ-
ions in a special 
encounter at 
Cardiff’s Millen-
nium Stadium.

Racing
Betfair 
Chase
22 November
King George VI 
Chase winner 
Silviniaco Conti 
(above) takes 
on last year’s 
Betfair Chase 
victor Cue  
Card over 
the jumps at 
Haydock Park.

Golf
DP World 
Tour 
Champ-
ionship
20-23 
November
The season 
comes to its 
finale in Dubai 
with new 
champion Rory 
McIlroy eager 
to finish in style.

Cricket
Sri Lanka 
v England: 
1st ODI
26 November
England’s 
winter touring 
starts in Sri 
Lanka as 
Alastair Cook 
(above) and co 
build towards 
the World Cup 
in February.

Formula 
One
Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix
23 November
Nico Rosberg 
can still pip 
Lewis Hamilton 
to the title 
because of the 
controversial 
double points 
rule for the final 
grand prix.
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‘The double 
points rule 

threatens to 
damage F1’s 

integrity’

‘I’ve realised 
that sport is 
the one true 

international 
language’
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