
A
fter the drama in Singapore, 
the run-in to the Formula 
One season continues in 

Japan and with five Grand Prix re-
maining, the title race could not be 
closer between the two Mercedes 
drivers who have dominated this year: 
Britain’s Lewis Hamilton and Ger-

Richard Meade became the first 
 British rider to win an Olympic gold 
medal in equestrianism when he  
won both team and individual gold at 
Munich in 1972. But rather than com-
plete the ‘safe’ cross-country round 
his team expected, Meade’s com-
petitive instinct took over and he went 
for it. His f lair and courage won 
through, but it was a risk. 

Even in sports that are built around 
a solid team framework, such as foot-

ball, personal rivalry 
makes life awkward. 
Teddy Sheringham and 
Andy Cole formed one of 
the most successful 
strike partnerships in 
football history at Man-
chester United, and yet 
Cole has subsequently 
written that he detested 

his teammate for 15 years. A quick trip 
to Google reveals many photographs 
of the pair embracing in celebration, 
and yet they never said a word to each 
other. Man United hardly suffered as 
a result and it is naïve to expect 11 in-
dividuals all to get along, just as it is 
unrealistic to expect F1 drivers to pull 
aside. Surely the sport would miss the 
added drama, too.

many’s Nico Rosberg. Technically, 
they are teammates but following a 
series of incidents their relationship 
has been described as ‘poisonous’ as 
both drivers struggle to rein in their 
natura l competitiveness in the 
 interests of team success. 

In Hungary, Mercedes asked Ham-
ilton to pull over and allow Rosberg, 
employing a different tyre strategy, 
to pass. Hamilton, who was in second 
position, refused and Rosberg fin-
ished third. Then in Bel-
gium, Rosberg punc-
tured Hamilton’s tyre as 
he attempted to over-
take, and effectively put 
him out of the race. Toto 
Wolf f, the Mercedes 
motorsport director has 
si nce th reat ene d to 
change the driver line up 
if the two combatants cannot be 
 managed properly. That is all very 
well, but Formula One thrives on such 
rivalry. You might even argue that the 
sport needs it and remembering the 
breathtaking battles between Ayrton 
Senna and Alain Prost in the 1980’s, 
clashes between members of the 
same team are nothing new. 

Anyway, how can you expect an 
ambitious sportsman at the top of  
his game to yield to anybody – even 
 someone in the same team? The great 

I
t’s been an emotional week. Last 
Thursday night my father called 
me to tell me that his big brother, 

my Uncle Toby, had died. He will leave 
a huge hole in our family because he 
was the leader of the pack, the senior 
figure, the captain of the Balding 
squad. And a brilliant captain he was, 
just as he had been a sensational 
trainer who’d won the Grand Na-
tional twice, the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup and the Champion Hurdle. He 
had nurtured the early careers of 
both Adrian Maguire and AP McCoy, 
giving them opportunities to shine.  

Uncle Toby had the most generous 
spirit. When it came to judgement of @clarebalding

Europe were so darned good.  
I love the Ryder Cup because it 

forces players to be aggressive so you 
constantly see daring and dramatic 
shots. It brings out the best in the likes 
of Rory McIlroy, Justin Rose, Graeme 
McDowell and the wonderfully flashy 
Frenchman Victor Dubuisson.  

As part of the Radio 5 Live com-
mentary team, I was lucky enough to 
be at the 15th green as Jamie Donald-
son hit his second shot to within two 

feet to secure the win-
ning point for Europe. It 
sparked scenes of cele-
bration that were loud 
and chaotic. We were all 
then swept along in a 
crazy wave of players, 
wives, greenkeepers, 
marshals, fans, media 
and anyone else who 

could blag their way under the ropes 
up the final three holes as we watched 
Dubuisson finish his match. I saw 
Sergio García, a Spanish flag wrapped 
round his neck, consoling Rickie 
Fowler, who had taken a battering 
from McIlroy. Two friends from oppos-
ing teams united in the love of sport.  

I  thought of Uncle Toby a s I 
watched them, thinking how much 
he’d have enjoyed the whole thing. 

character, he may have been taken in 
by a few rogues but he would rather 
have been wrong thinking well of 
someone than be right thinking ill of 
them. If he had ever understood or 
played golf, he would have been a 
great Ryder Cup captain.  

He would have, as Paul McGinley 
did, spent time and energy getting to 
know the players, making sure they 
were happy, giving them plenty of 
warning about the singles or who they 
would be playing with in 
fourballs and foursomes.  

The Ryder Cup once 
again demonstrated the 
strength of European 
golf but it also showed  
the strength of team 
spirit. A team will always 
beat a group of individu-
als, how ever talented 
they might be. As Phil Mickleson said 
at the rather tetchy American press 
conference afterwards, the team want 
to feel ‘invested’ in the decision-mak-
ing process and in each other’s play.  

They are all adults, all making mil-
lions on the tour and they don’t like 
being told what to do, even if it’s one 
of the greatest players in the world of 
golf who is doing the telling. The 
 legend of Tom Watson took a bit of  
a battering at Gleneagles but, to be  
fair to him, it wasn’t his fault that  
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Horse 
racing
Prix de 
l’Arc de 
Triomphe, 
Longchamp
5 October 
The most 
glamorous date 
in the racing 
calendar as the 
best middle 
distance horses 
gather in Paris.

Football
Chelsea v 
Arsenal 
5 October 
Mourinho’s 
high-flying 
Chelsea take 
on Wenger’s 
(above) Arsenal 
who have also 
enjoyed a 
promising start 
to the 2014/15 
campaign.

Athletics
Great  
Scottish 
Run
5 October
The world’s 
greatest ever 
distance 
runner Haile 
Gebrselassie 
heads the field 
in Glasgow 
for the half 
marathon.

Gymnastics
World 
Artistic 
Gymnastics 
champi-
onships
3–12 October
Can Claudia 
Fragapane 
(above) 
continue her 
Commonwealth 
medal success 
in China?

Golf
Dunhill 
Links 
Champi-
onship
2–5 October 
Some of 
Europe’s Ryder 
Cup players 
join celebrities 
in a unique 
tournament 
played in 
Scotland.

Formula 1
Japanese 
Grand Prix
5 October 
Momentum 
is with Lewis 
Hamilton 
after wins in 
Singapore and 
Italy. Can rival 
Nico Rosberg 
recover from 
his recent 
technical issue? 
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‘Even in sports 
built around 
a solid team, 

personal 
rivalry makes 
life awkward’

‘The Ryder 
Cup once 

again 
demonstrated 
the strength of 

team spirit’
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