
I
t promises to be a busy week in the 
bookshops with two high-profile 
and potentially explosive auto-

biographies hitting the shelves on the 
same day. Roy Keane, the former 
Republic of Ireland footballer, is ex-
pected to deliver some much-awaited 
and typically combative insight into 

men has much to lose from letting rip 
at their superiors. Mickelson will 
never have to play under Watson’s 
captaincy again, Keane is now in 
football management himself and 
although Flower is no longer coach, 
Pietersen and England appear to be 
well and truly divorced. 

I’d be surprised, though, if KP burns 
his boats completely. Most important 
in his book will be his explanation for 
sending ‘provocative’ text messages 

to the South African 
team about England’s 
c a p t a i n ,  A n d r e w 
Strauss, for regardless 
of events in Australia 
last winter, that inci-
dent two years ago is 
key. It was the moment 
that the England team 
lost its trust in its lead-

ing batsman. Ironically, it was Flower 
who subsequently brought him back 
into the fold, but the players never 
really forgave KP for what they be-
lieved was a serious breach of loyalty.

But with Pietersen’s version of 
events finally aired, is it possible that 
such an unhappy and divisive episode 
in English cricket can now be laid to 
rest? Some hope.

his stormy relationship with Sir Alex 
Ferguson in The Second Half, while 
Kevin Pietersen will take aim at the 
England cricket management follow-
ing the decision to drop him. Which 
to read first?

Both are outspoken characters 
with plenty of previous when it comes 
to falling out with authorities and 
coaches. Keane had a furious row with 
Mick McCarthy before the 2002 
World Cup in which he told the Irish 
boss that he didn’t rate 
him as a player or man-
ager. McCarthy sent 
him home. Pietersen 
attempted to have Peter 
M o o r e s  a n d  A n d y 
Flower removed from 
t h e  c o a c h i n g  s t a f f 
shortly after becoming 
Eng la nd c a pt a i n i n 
2008. Pietersen was sacked. Moores 
also lost his job as head coach and was 
replaced by Flower, who is expected 
to bear the brunt of Pietersen’s criti-
cism in KP The Autobiography.

To this theme we might add US 
golfer Phil Mickelson who launched a 
scathing attack on his Ryder Cup 
captain, Tom Watson, immediately 
following last week’s defeat to Europe. 
Nick Faldo commented: ‘He threw his 
captain right under the bus.’ It’s fair 
to say that none of these fine sports-

I 
was in Paris on Sunday to witness 
one of the greatest performances 
I have ever seen as Treve won the 

Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe for the 
second year running. A handful of 
horses have achieved this feat before, 
but none since Alleged did the double 
in 1977 and 1978.  

The extraordinary element to 
Treve’s victory is that pretty much 
everyone had written her off. She’d 
lost her form, she wasn’t the horse she 
had been last year when she marched 
through the season unbeaten, she @clarebalding

clear by two lengths.  
Paul Hanagan, who finished third 

on Taghrooda, the winner of the Oaks 
and King George, told me afterwards: 
‘I just saw this blur on the inside and 
she’d gone.’ 

Many years ago, when I was a teen-
ager, I lived in Paris and drove to 
Chantilly every morning to ride out 
for Criquette Head. She was a great 
trainer then – wise, kind and patient 

–  b u t  n o w  s h e  h a s 
achieved legenda r y 
status. She believed in 
Tr e ve  w h e n  o t h e r s 
didn’t and took the ini-
tiative. It’s not many 
people who would say to 
the newest, most pow-
erful owner in racing, 
who did not want to be 

embarrassed in a race he sponsors, 
let me do it my way.

‘I asked him just to have faith in me,’ 
she revealed afterwards. ‘I said: “Sir, 
let me do it the way I want.” That’s why 
I want to say thank you to him because 
he was so nice to me.’

Gracious in victory, just as in de-
feat, Criquette Head-Maarek proved 
that if you believe in something, work 
hard and trust your own instincts, the 
dream sometimes does come true.  

was carrying a back injury, her feet 
were bad, the ground wasn’t soft 
enough and so on… There were so 
many reasons why she couldn’t win 
that we all ignored the basic fact: she 
was the defending champion and in 
this race, on this racecourse, at this 
time of year she had already proved 
herself better than the rest.

A few week s a go her tra iner  
Criquette Head-Maarek had made 
the decision to ‘jock off’ 
Frankie Dettori, the  
retained rider of Treve’s 
Qattari owner Sheikh 
Joaan Al Thani. She 
wa nted 47-yea r- old 
Thierr y Jarnet, who 
knew the filly better, to 
ride her in the Arc trials 
and then in the big race 
itself. Frankie took the news with 
admirable good grace and in the  
paddock at Longchamp, he kissed 
Criquette on both cheeks and wished 
her luck.  

This year’s Arc had been billed as 
the most open in years with a maxi-
mum field of 20, a strong challenge 
from Japan and across Europe, but 
as the field swept towards the winning 
post, a gap as wide as the Channel 
opened up on the rail and Treve 
kicked into overdrive. It was over in a 
matter of strides, as Treve pulled 
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Manchester 
City vs 
Chelsea 
Ladies  
Chelsea are  
top of the table. 
Win and a first 
Women’s Super 
League crown 
will be theirs.

Football
European 
Champi-
onship 
Qualifier:
Estonia vs 
England
12 October
England take 
on Estonia, who 
are more than 
60 places below 
them in the  
FIFA rankings.

Liverpool 
Ladies vs 
Bristol 
Academy  
Liverpool’s 
Gemma Bonner 
(above) must rely 
on other teams 
slipping up to 
win the title.

Birming-
ham City 
Ladies 
vs Notts 
County 
Birmingham’s 
title hopes are 
still alive as they 
face fifth-placed 
Notts County.

Rugby 
League
Super 
League 
Grand 
Final
11 October
Can Luke  
Walsh (above) 
help guide St 
Helens to their 
first Grand  
Final victory 
since 2006?

Formula 
One
Russian 
Grand Prix
12 October
Just four races 
are left to 
separate Lewis 
Hamilton from 
Nico Rosberg in 
what has been 
a controversial 
and highly 
exciting season.
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‘Keane and 
Pietersen have 
previous when 

it comes to 
falling out with 

authorities’

‘Before  
Treve’s victory 

pretty much 
everyone  

had written 
her off ’
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In honour of the final weekend of the Women’s Super 
League season, my three sports to follow are all top-
flight women’s football matches on Sunday 12 October


