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t has been a bruising week for 
English cricket. Kevin Pietersen 
has ensured that if he really has 

reached the end of the road – and 
there must be a possibility that he will 
never play professionally in England 
again – he has done so with spectacu-

board has had a rotten year in terms 
of its public relations, starting with 
the pompous statement that referred 
to the criticism of Pietersen’s depar-
ture as coming from people ‘outside 
cricket’. That observation rightly 
made a lot of cricket-lovers very angry 
– and not just those in Pietersen’s 
camp. Fans who support England 
religiously and buy tickets every year 
suddenly found themselves wonder-
ing if they, too, were considered to be 

outside cricket. The 
various leaks along the 
way, particularly the 
dossier containing Piet-
ersen’s alleged misde-
meanours in Australia, 
made the ECB look petty 
and vindictive.

These scars will take 
a long time to heal. Not 

as long as it will take for Pietersen to 
feel welcome again, but he does not 
appear to be bothered about that. 
The relationship between England 
cricket and its supporters must be at 
the top of the agenda for its new chief 
executive, Tom Harrison. A shrug of 
the shoulders and a ‘they’ll be back’ 
approach will not do. The division 
runs far too deep for that.

lar acrimony. The reputations of 
teammates and coaches have taken 
a battering with his allegations of 
bullying and incompetence. If you 
really believe him, it seems nothing 
short of miraculous that the England 
team achieved all it did in that time.

Now the game must haul itself to 
its feet and move on. The manage-
ment will be more aware of the one 
area that I believe Pietersen properly 
called out, namely the aggression 
handed out by the bowl-
ers to fielders who make 
mistakes. While that is 
hardly bullying, it can be 
unpleasant and causes 
resentment. It is the sort 
of behaviour that if left 
unchecked, can quickly 
deteriorate and, after  
all, is usually counter-
productive.

The England team could improve 
the image of the game considerably 
by winning. This year they have a 
World Cup (a place in the semi-finals 
would be considered a good result) 
followed by the Ashes, in which Eng-
lish supporters will be expecting 
nothing less than victory. I view that 
series against Australia as being ab-
solutely crucial in the battle that the 
ECB faces in winning back its many 
disenfranchised supporters. The 

T
wo weeks ago I wrote about 
Treve winning the Prix de 
l’Arc de Triomphe for a sec-

ond time, despite enduring back and 
foot problems during a season that 
had been underwhelming until that 
magnificent moment at Longchamp.  

Now it seems there is life in the old 
girl yet and her retirement has been 
put on hold for the altogether more 
alluring challenge of becoming the 
first horse ever to win the Arc three 
years in a row. It’s a brave decision by 
her owner, Sheikh Joann al-Thani who 
is injecting into racing a much-needed 
dose of sport ahead of business.  

Racing has long suffered from the @clarebalding

Guineas winner Night of Thunder. If 
one of them wins, Hannon will pretty 
much guarantee the trainer’s cham-
pionship in his very first season.   

The Middle Distance division has 
lost its star with the premature retire-
ment of Australia but his Irish Cham-
pion Stakes conqueror, The Grey 
Gatsby, steps into the limelight as he 
takes on the seasoned old-timer Cir-
rus des Aigles, now eight years old and 
winner of the very first QIPCO Cham-

pion Stakes back in 2011.  
Cirrus is trained by 

the estimable Corine 
Barande-Barbe who is 
asked so often about his 
well-being that she says 
it’s ‘as if I am married  
t o  t h e  P r e si d e nt  o f  
the United States’. The 
we ather may yet b e 

 hideous, but it will not hinder Cirrus, 
who acts on soft ground.

‘It wouldn’t bother him even if there 
was snow,’ says his trainer.

If Cirrus des Aigles is in the first 
three at Ascot he will become Eu-
rope’s highest earning racehorse and 
he has done it all on the track because, 
as a gelding, he has no stud value. He 
is the ultimate reminder that racing 
is a sport first, a business second.  

accusation that it is more about 
 betting and stud value than the sim-
ple concept that ‘my horse is faster 
than yours’. It is a big industry employ-
ing more people than football, and 
with one decent stallion capable of 
turning over more income than most 
FTSE listed companies, it is a huge 
financial machine.

However, its beating heart is the 
athleticism and beauty of the horse.  
Trainers know best the fragility of the 
beasts in their care and 
Criquette Head-Maarek 
is the perfect trainer for 
Treve, knowing exactly 
what she is capable of.

The British season 
comes to a glorious cli-
max at Ascot this week-
end with QIPCO British 
Champions Day. The 
Queen’s mare, Estimate, is well-fan-
cied to win the Long Distance Cup to 
end a mixed season. She was a bril-
liant second in the Gold Cup at Royal 
Ascot (but was subsequently dis-
qualified) and won the Doncaster Cup 
last time out so looks back in top form.

The Mile division has been incred-
ibly strong this year and there will be 
a titanic battle in the Queen Elizabeth 
II Stakes between three horses all 
trained by Richard Hannon – Toro-
nado, Olympic Glory and the 2000 
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Horse racing
QIPCO 
Champi-
ons Day 
at Ascot
18 October
The climax to 
the European 
flat racing 
season, with five 
Group 1 races 
deciding the 
best champion 
horses.

Football 
Man City v 
Tottenham
18 October
The Premier 
League title 
defenders face 
a potentially 
difficult game 
against Spurs 
as they try to 
catch up with 
pace setters 
Chelsea.

Rugby Union
European 
Champi-
ons Cup  
18 October
The new 
competition 
begins and I 
like the look  
of the Saturday 
evening match 
between 
Leicester  
and Ulster.

Golf
Volvo 
World 
Matchplay
15-19 October
Graeme 
McDowell 
(above) 
defends his 
title in the 
knockout 
competition 
at the London 
Golf Club, Kent.

UEFA 
Champions 
League 
Liverpool 
v Real 
Madrid
22 October
Liverpool host 
Christiano 
Ronaldo, 
Gareth Bale 
and the other 
Real Madrid 
Galácticos.

Rugby Union
European 
Champi-
ons Cup
17 October
The new 
tournament 
begins with 
Castres 
travelling to the 
Stoop to take 
on Nick Evans 
(above) and the 
Harlequins.
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‘The scars 
the ECB has 
left will take 
a long time  

to heal’

‘Horse 
racing is a 
sport first, 
a business 

second’
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