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printed with the caption, ‘Martina 
argues with the umpire.’ In fact, 
Martina was questioning a line 
call on behalf of her opponent.  

Up until this year, British papers 
had made a habit of printing 
photos of Andy Murray that made 
him look surly, moody, dour or 
aggressive. It’s not the best line up 
of adjectives for a sporting hero. 
Murray makes faces 
when he plays, he 
gets cross with himself 
but he also laughs. 
Murray has, for years, 
been a top level 
international player in 
one of the highest 
profile sports in the 
world but he has not 
been loved by Britain’s 
sporting public.  

Then last summer, Andy Murray 
cried at Wimbledon after he had 
lost the final against Roger Federer 
and the world woke up to the 
human being behind the racquet. 
He came back to Wimbledon a 
month later to play Federer again 
on Centre Court, this time for an 
Olympic gold medal. The crowd 

in improving the non-tarmacked 
car parks and expanded the park-
and-ride and shuttle services. 

However, it doesn’t look as if 
traffic jams will be a problem this 
year. A spokesman for Silverstone 
has admitted this week that the 
sale of tickets has been slow, and 
this is not simply because neither 
Jenson Button nor Lewis Hamilton 
has won a race this 
season – the spiralling 
price of tickets has to 
be a major factor. The 
cheapest adult ticket 
on sale for Silverstone 
on Sunday is an eye-
watering £145 with 
the cheapest entry for 
children weighing in 
at £72.50. When you 
add last year’s poor 
customer experience to the mix, it 
is hardly surprising that sales have 
been sluggish.

Spiralling prices are hitting the 
pockets of live spectators to an 
increasingly unacceptable extent. 
With more money than ever being 
raised by television revenue, there 
is a strong argument for lowering 
the admission costs rather than 
raising them, and only last week, 

football fans protested outside the 
headquarters of the Premier 
League, which has recently signed 
a new TV deal worth £5.5 billion. 
Despite that vast income, ticket 
prices across the four English 
divisions rose by 11% last year – 
five times the rate of inflation. The 
cost of travelling must also be 
factored into the overall expense 

of a day at a sporting 
event, but football 
fans are a loyal bunch 
and the 10% drop in 
away attendances last 
season is more likely 
to be a sign of 
dissatisfaction with 
ticket prices rather 
than anything else.

There is nothing 
worse than seeing 

images on the television of a 
deserted stadium – and it is vital 
for the future that, particularly 
those sports that have sold their 
coverage to satellite television, do 
all they can to make tickets 
affordable for the majority rather 
than merely a wealthy minority.
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was different, the motivation the 
same – he wanted to do it for 
himself but mainly for his family 
and his team, Team GB. Murray 
played the best tennis of his life 
and won the gold medal.  

Suddenly the photos were 
different and our perception  
was changed. If you watched  
the brilliant BBC documentary on 

Andy Murray on 
Sunday night you will 
know what the tennis 
world has always 
known: Murray is 
funny, he is dedicated, 
he trains unbelievably 
hard, he is sweet with 
his dogs and he is 
talented. He is also 
deeply proud of 
Dunblane and how 

the town recovered after the 
horrific shooting at his school.  

I think Andy Murray can win 
Wimbledon but whether he does 
or not, I hope the British public 
has learned to love him.

‘Spiralling 
prices are 
hitting the 
pockets of 
spectators’

I
interviewed Martina Navratilova 
last Sunday as part of Pride 
London. We were discussing 
the media and the way it 

chooses to depict individuals. 
People who are photographed 
often will offer many expressions 
– sad, concentrated, happy, 
surprised, occasionally grumpy or 
angry. It is up to the picture editor 
to decide which ‘look’ to use and 
this can be hugely influential.

Martina told me that in her 
playing career, photos were 
always used of her looking 
aggressive or angry. Once a photo 
of her pointing at a line judge was 

T
he organisers of the 
British Grand Prix will be 
desperately hoping the 
rain that played havoc 

with the final of cricket’s 
Champions Trophy keeps well 
clear of Silverstone this weekend. 
Last year’s chaotic scenes of 
choked roads and waterlogged 
car parks are all too fresh in the 
memory – spectators were turned 
away from the practice days and 
30,000 ticket holders were told to 
keep clear of the circuit. To 
prevent this from being repeated 
the race organisers have invested 

Ones to 
watch 
MOTOR RACING
British Grand Prix 
Silverstone
30 June  
Can any of the British 
drivers put behind 
them a disappointing 
start to the season 
with victory in their 
home Grand Prix?
 
CRICKET
Essex v England
30 June–3 July 
A warm-up game at 
Chelmsford for 
England ahead of 
the Ashes. Although 
Essex were bowled 
out for 20 a couple  
of weeks ago  
by Lancashire!

Ones to 
watch

TENNIS
Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships
24 June–7 July 
The must-watch 
sporting event of  
the summer.

HORSE RACING
John Smith’s 
Northumberland 
Plate Festival, 
Newcastle
27–29 June
The Saturday is the 
biggest raceday in 
the North-East.

ATHLETICS
IPC Athletics 
Grand Prix final, 
Birmingham
29–30 June
The first major 
Para-sport meeting 
since the Paralympics.

ON TRACK Will Lewis Hamilton win at Silverstone?

WARM UP Kevin Pietersen is ready to take on Sussex

GOLD WINNING SMILE Andy Murray is back at Wimbledon

jonathanagnew.com 
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‘We woke 
up to the 
human 

behind the 
racquet’


